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Books- Allah is the Greatest- Paragraph (1-25): A 
journey before the last journey 

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

In the life of a man who has gone astray from oAllah, there are dominant 

material values, which are, in one way or another, wrong balances, by which 

man is valued in the materialistic society such as wealth, power, good looks, 

and intelligence. 

These values are misleading as they cover the human truth of man and his 

Divine message. They prevent him from knowing the secret and aim of his 

existence and his eternal destination… 

When man leaves his life in the 

current world to his eternal life, he 

gets shocked when the material 

values collapse, the wrong 

balances stop working, the false 

masks fall off, and the misleading 

covers are gone . However, it 

would be too late for him to 

discover the truth. He would be 

stunned when his deeds in the worldly life are evaluated according to his 

acquaintance with his Lord, his acquaintance with his Lord's Method, his 

uprightness on his Lord's Method, and the good deeds he offered to benefit 

sh3er. 
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In order not to be shocked in the last journey, Allah enjoined Hajj (Pilgrimage 

to Mecca) on those who are able to perform it, to be a journey to Allah before 

the last journey, so that man could prepare himself for the last journey, 

through its lessons. 

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of Creations 
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Books- Allah is the Greatest- Paragraph (02-25): 

Equality and Leaving worldly concerns behind 

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

A pilgrim who has the required ability comes to the Sacred Mosque, with 

uncovered head, bare feet, wearing mi'zar (linen cloth), without any of the 

clothes that usually show his wealth, social rank, or high position. 

The pilgrim takes off his clothes, 

together with the masks of wealth, 

position, and rank. He comes to 

the Sacred Mosque to perform 

tawaf (circumambulation) around 

Ka'ba and sa'i (walking between 

Safa and Marwa). He doesn't find 

a place for high-rank people and 

another for simple people. There 

is only one place for both the rich and the poor, the prince and the servant, 

the strong and the weak. In the Sacred Mosque, there are no differences 

between people. All people there are equal except with one criteria of 

preference, namely taqwa (fearing Allah). Allah the Almighty says:  

((Verily, the most honourable of you with Allah is that (believer) who has 

At-Taqwa)) 

Leaving appearances behind together with equality are the prominent 

features of Hajj. Thus, the pilgrim is touched with the greatness of this 

situation, his heart gets filled with reverence, and his eyes get full of tears. 

He makes duaa' (supplication)to Allah, appealing, repenting, and seeking 

Allah's forgiveness while seeing the crowds of people covering their bodies 
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with white clothes like shrouds. The situation reminds him of the Day of 

Judgement, when people will stand before the Lord of the worlds. 

Hajj is really a journey before the last journey that reminds the pilgrims of 

the last journey. 

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of Creations 
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Books- Allah is the Greatest- Paragraph (03-25): 
From the limits of oneself to the whole universe 

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

Ritual acts of worship, including Hajj, are means to make a connection 

between man, the mortal, limited, small creature and the Origin which is 

eternal, immortal, absolute, and that caused the existence of everything. 

When man goes from the limits of his small self to the vastness of the huge 

universe, from the limits of his little power, to the greatness of the universal 

energy, from the limits of his short life p, to the eternity known only by Allah, 

this connection can only be made if man adheres to the method of 

worshipping between himself and Allah, and the moral and practical method 

between himself and sh3er. 

This connection is the essence of religion. Salah (prayer), for example, is the 

pillar of religion,whoever enforces it, has indeed established his religion, and 

whoever leaves it, he has knocked down his religion. 

One of the fruits of this connection 

is that it purifies man from the 

factors of his deterioration and 

misery "salah is purification" and it 

enlightens the heart of man with a 

higher light showing him the truth 

of things so that he would not be 

deceived by their appearances 

"salah is a light". It also gives man 

happiness that stems from himself. The one who is connected to Allah has a 

pure self and enlightened view. He is full of happiness that cannot be taken 

away from him neither by shining gold, nor by severe whips. 
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This connection has various degrees in terms of quality, quantity, and period, 

from one act of worship to another. 

In prayers, man gets a spiritual charge that purifies and enlightens him, and 

gives him happiness until the next prayer. 

The Friday prayer and sermon should give a bigger and longer charge that 

would last to the next Friday. 

As for the fasting, Allah ordered us to fast for thirty days leaving our food 

and drinks to give us a spiritual charge that would last for a full year. 

Hajj is an act of worship that is performed once in a lifetime. It is a set of 

ritualistic, financial and bodily acts of worship, that are performed at 

designated times and places. Thus, it needs total dedication and detachment 

from worldly inclinations such as homeland, family, children, and work and 

full detachment from all the veils and masks that keep oneself away from his 

Creator. 

The pilgrim has to take off the clothes that express his worldly life in one way 

or another. He also has to keep away from most permissible things that pull 

him to the worldly life.. This is to give the believer in Hajj a great spiritual 

charge, to make him adhere to Allah's Method, seek His content and work to 

the Last Day until he meets his Lord. 

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of Creations 
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Books- Allah is the Greatest- Paragraph (04-25): 
Having a good relation with Allah 

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

Hajj is one of the five pillars of Islam. It is a set of bodily, financial and ritual 

acts of worship. 

It is that unique trip in the world of travel whereby a Muslim moves with his 

body and heart to the City of Security (Mecca) by which Allah has sworn in 

the Quran, where he stands in Arafat and circumumbulates the Sacred House, 

which Islam has ordained as a symbol of Allah's unification and the unity of 

Muslims, and ordained for every Muslim to turn towards it five times in 

his/her prayers. 

﴾And wheresoever you people are, turn your faces (in prayer) in that 

direction.﴿ 

[Al-Baqarah, 144] 

Then Allah ordained that Muslims have to go to the Sacred House, and 

circumambulate it once in a lifetime. 

The Ancient House (Ka'bah) is the first house built for people. It is the first 

place built on earth for worshipping Allah. Prophet Ibrahim and his son 

Isma'il rebuilt it. Those two noble prophets are the fathers of this Muslim 

nation and Allah has accepted their sincere supplication when they were 

building the Sacred House. Allah says: 

﴾And (remember) when Ibrahim (Abraham) and (his son) Isma'il (Ishmael) 

were raising the foundations of the House (the Ka'bah at Makkah), (saying), 

"Our Lord! Accept (this service) from us. Verily! You are the All-Hearer, the 

All-Knower."*"Our Lord! And make us submissive unto You and of our 
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offspring a nation submissive unto You, and show us our Manasik (all the 

ceremonies of pilgrimage - Hajj and 'Umrah, etc.), and accept our 

repentance. Truly, You are the One Who accepts repentance, the Most 

Merciful.*"Our Lord! Send amongst them a Messenger of their own (and 

indeed Allah answered their invocation by sending Muhammad Peace be 

upon him ), who shall reauthor unto them Your Verses and instruct them in 

the Book (this Qur'an) and Al-Hikmah (full knowledge of the Islamic laws 

and jurisprudence or wisdom or Prophethood, etc.), and sanctify them. 

Verily! You are the All-Mighty, the All-Wise."﴿ 

[Al-Baqarah 127-129] 

The prophet (PBUH) said: 

(( I am the supplication of Ibrahim 

and the glad tidings of Issa, the 

son of Maryam)) 

Hajj is a practical proof that a 

believer gives to his Lord and to 

himself, that accepting Allah's 

invitation- out of love for Allah 

and seeking His content- is better for him than his wealth, family, children, 

job, and country. 

Thus, this act of worship is distinguished as it needs full dedication because 

it can be only performed in Allah's Sacred House… 

A pilgrim has to leave his country, his family and his friends, bear the rigors 

of travel, and face its dangers, pay money seeking Allah's content. However, 

if the price of this act of worship is high, its fruit is great as well. 
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The prophet (PBUH) said: 

((Whoever performs Hajj (pilgrimage) and does not have sexual relations 

(with his wife), nor commits sin, nor disputes unjustly (during Hajj), then he 

returns from Hajj as pure and free from sins as on the day on which his 

mother gave birth to him.)) 

He also said: 

((Al-Hajj effaces pre-Hajj sins)) 

((The reward of a properly performed Hajj is no less than Paradise.)) 

((The pilgrims performing Hajj and ‘Umrah are a delegation to Allah. If they 

call upon Him, He will answer them; and if they ask for His forgiveness, He 

will forgive them.)) 

Thus, the prophet (PBUH) said: 

((Keep at it between Hajj and Omrah, for they negate poverty and sins just 

as Al-kir removes the scum of iron, gold and silver)) 

((Spending in Hajj is akin to spending in the cause of Allah.)) 

Al-Hajj is a mandatory, individualistic obligation to be performed by each 

male and female Muslim, who should be an adult, sane, free, and who can 

afford it, once in a lifetime. Those who deny it are considered unbelievers 

and those who abandon it are considered iniquitous. 

The prophet (PBUH) said: 

((Whoever has the provisions and the means to convey him to Allah's 

House and he does not perform Hajj, then it does not matter if he dies as a 

Jew or a Christian.)) 
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Hajj is the fifth pillar of Islam. This is well-known in religion. The prophet 

(PBUH) said: 

((“Islam is built around five (pillars):the testimony that there is no god 

except Allah and that Muhammad (PBUH) is His slave and Messenger, to 

establish prayer, to give Zakaat (obligatory charity), to fast in Ramadhan, 

and to perform Hajj (pilgrimage) for those who can afford it.)) 

 Al-Hajj (pilgrimage to Mecca) is a set of verbal, genial, bodily, financial and 

ritualistic acts of worship that are performed at specially designated places, 

times and in a specific manner. If prayers are performed five times a day, 

Friday prayer is performed once a week, and fasting is performed once a year, 

Hajj is an obligation once in a lifetime, as the prophet (PBUH) said: 

((It is due only once. If performed more than once, it would be by way of 

voluntary acts of worship.)) 

Al-Hajj is a trip to Allah. His will has 

so decreed, for an absolute wise 

purpose, in view of the natural 

disposition in every human being 

– to establish on earth for people 

a House of His that enables those 

who believe in Him to head to it, 

from every far away point (on 

earth) in order to express their 

love to Allah and their yearning to Him. Thus, a believer affirms through his 

heading to the Sacred House, in obedience to his Lord's call, that he loves 

Allah more than his family, children, money, country and all people..Thus he 

bears the expenditures of Hajj that may be exorbitant and bears leaving 

family and children, which may be difficult to bear. He bears abandoning his 
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business and the profit that may be quite abundant – all this out of his love 

of Allah and in hope of winning proximity to Him. 

Allah's wisdom ordained that His Inviolable House be situated in the hot 

region of the earth, in a valley that has no vegetation, in order to make it 

clear to pilgrims that sincere communication with Allah is a source of bliss 

for men that enables them to dispense with all material comfortable 

circumstances that create an illusion of being the cause of their happiness, 

and that man's happiness emanates from his inner self, not from the kind of 

pleasure with which they surround themselves. 

Had Allah's Inviolable House been situated in the temperate region of the 

earth that abounds with green mountains, crystal-clear water, beautiful lakes, 

lush gardens, pleasant atmosphere and fresh breeze, and had Hajj been 

ordained all the year round for precluding congestion, then all people would 

have rushed to perform a pleasant duty in pursuit of enjoyment, not 

prompted by the love of the Creator of the Universe. 

Allah the Al-Mighty says: 

﴾"O our Lord! I have made some of my offspring to dwell in an uncultivable 

valley by Your Sacred House (the Ka'bah at Makkah); in order, O our Lord, 

that they may perform As-Salat (Iqamat-as-Salat), so fill some hearts 

among men with love towards them, and (O Allah) provide them with fruits 

so that they may give thanks.﴿ 

[Ibrahim, 37] 

In addition to the location of the Inviolable House and its climate, a pilgrim 

is prohibited from wearing sewn clothes and from using all types of perfume, 

from having his hair cut and shortened, and is prohibited from indulging in 

the pleasures that are permitted outside the Hajj rites. All this is for 

enhancing his communication with Allah and enjoying His proximity alone, 
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being remote from all earthly distractions, so that the pilgrim would become 

certain that if he attains to divine proximity, he would have won everything 

and that all the pleasures of the world could not secure sustained happiness. 

Hence, he would sincerely say, "O, Lord, what would a person miss if he finds 

You? And what would a person find if he misses You? 

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of Creations 
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Books- Allah is the Greatest- Paragraph (05-25): 
Ability to Perform Hajj 

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

The ability to undertake pilgrimage, which is mentioned in the Ayah, is 

considered essentialin the duty of Al-Hajj is the following: 

﴾And Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah) to the House (Ka'bah) is a duty that 

mankind owes to Allah, those who can afford the expenses (for one's 

conveyance, provision and residence); and whoever disbelieves [i.e. denies 

Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah), then he is a disbeliever of Allah], then Allah 

stands not in need of any of the 'Alamin (mankind and jinns).﴿ 

[Aal-Imran,97] 

Thus, it is a physical, financial, 

security and administrative ability. 

A Muslim whose body cannot bear 

the hardships involved in 

performing the rites of Al-Hajj or is 

so pronounced by a physician who 

is a specialist, skillful and a pious 

Muslim, could have someone 

perform Hajj on his behalf during 

his lifetime, or he may entrust to someone to perform pilgrimage after his 

death, pursuant to the provisions of this type of pilgrimage. 

Allah does not consider a Muslim who does not have enough money to cover 

the types of travel expenses, the accommodation expenses in Mecca and 

Medina, the cost of food and drink, as well as the expenses of his family 

during his absence, able to undertake the pilgrimage. Hence, an unable 
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Muslim should not humiliate himself in order to raise money for the Hajj 

expenses, nor should he resort to untoward ways and means, for he is not 

able and is exempted from performing the duty of Hajj. 

When officials in charge in Islamic countries resolve to adopt a certain system 

that enables those who cannot afford to perform Hajj to do so, and preclude 

those who have performed the Hajj duty not to go to Hajj again before five 

years have passed, when the motive of such regulation is to enable those 

Muslims who have not performed the Hajj duty to do so easily and 

peacefully, one must not commit a sin in order to perform a voluntary 

pilgrimage, as the Muslim who is not allowed to perform pilgrimage is not 

considered able to do so. 

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of Creations 
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Books- Allah is the Greatest- Paragraph (06-
25):Good Spending 

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

Since pilgrimage is a financial type of worship that requires the spending of 

money, it is necessary that the money that is to be spent in the performance 

of this duty be legally earned, the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said, 

"O, people, Allah is pure and will accept only that which is pure." 

[Reported by Muslim on the authority of Abi Hurairah] 

It is also reported on the authority of Abi Hurairah (MABPWH) that the 

Messenger of Allah (PBUH) has said, 

"If a pilgrim heads for Hajj with legally earned money and puts his foot in 

the stirrup of his mount and calls: 'Here have I come my Lord" he would be 

called from heaven saying, 'your call is heard and yours will be double 

happiness, and as your provisions are legally procured and so is your 

mount; hence, your pilgrimage is unconditionally accepted. But if his 

expenditure is foul and he puts his foot in the stirrup and calls: "Here have I 

come my Lord, he would be called from heaven saying, 'your call is not 

heard and yours will not be double happiness, as your provisions are illicit 

and your expenditure is illicit; hence your pilgrimage is blemished and 

unrewarded." 

[Reported by Al-Bazar on the authority of Abi Hurairah] 

As pilgrimage is a duty ordained by Allah in respect of those who are able, 

the poor being incapable, therefore a poor person should not borrow in 

order to perform pilgrimage. 
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Abdullah bin Abi Awfa has said, 

"I have asked the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) about the person who does 

not perform pilgrimage, whether he should borrow. He said, 'No'". 

[Reported by Al-Baihaqi on the authority of bin Abi Awfa] 

The pilgrimage by an indebted person is accepted only with the approval of 

his creditor. 

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of Creations 
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Books- Allah is the Greatest- Paragraph (07-25): 
Learn about Hajj provisions before performing 

Hajj 

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

Since the Hajj act of worship was ordained by Allah on those who are capable 

once in a lifetime, if a pilgrim 

violates its rites and fails to 

perform one of its requirements or 

if he neglects a sunnah,if he sticks 

to a sunnah that has led to the 

violation of something prohibited, 

or if he commits an act of 

disobedience, if he performs a 

prohibited action, his pilgrimage 

would be null and void or he may have to sacrifice an animal. If he does 

wrong, if he neglects to do something that he has to do, if he fails to perform 

what is a priority - if he does that he would waste a unique opportunity that 

is not repeated, an opportunity to have his sin forgiven and to qualify him to 

be admitted to Allah's paradise. All this is due to ignorance, which is the 

utmost enemy of man. An ignorant person may harm himself beyond what 

his enemy may harm him. Therefore, we say: dear pilgrims learn the 

provisions of pilgrimage before you go on Hajj. Thus ,one knowledgeable 

person is more difficult for Satan to seduce than a thousand worshippers, 

and a little knowledge of the principles of worship is better than a lot of 

worship: 
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﴾So ask of those who know the Scripture if you know not. ﴿ 

[Al-Nahl surah, 43] 

And just as awaiting the time of prayer is considered part of the prayer, 

similarly preparing oneself for Hajj is part of the Hajj. Many pilgrims have 

failed to learn the necessary Hajj provisions before going on pilgrimage and 

they returned from Hajj without having performed the basic tawaf 

(circumambulation) with the result that their pilgrimage would be null and 

void. Many a pilgrim has crossed the miqat (local point of ihram; official 

commencement of the duties of Hajj) without having put on the Ihram 

garments with the result that he needed to sacrifice an animal. And how 

many a pilgrim has violated the rules of Ihram thinking that he was on the 

right track.. 

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of Creations 
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Books- Allah is the Greatest- Paragraph (08-25): 
Scale of Priorities 

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

A knowledgeable person moves about in his life according to a scale of 

priorities. Thus, if he performs the pilgrimage, which is the obligatory Hajj, 

and if he is inclined to perform Hajj a second and third time, and if he is 

financially and physically able and has obtained the approval of the 

competent authority and does not contribute, by giving a statement that is 

contrary to fact, to the depriving of a Muslim person of the opportunity of 

performing the obligatory Hajj, and if he has discharged all his duties towards 

his parents, children, brother, sisters, friends, and neighbors, he can perform 

Hajj for the second, third, and fourth time. Hajj is a thornless Jihad and it is 

the Jihad of the elderly, the woman, and the weak person. A Hadeeth Qudsi 

says:  

"If I have bestowed good health on my servant and provided him with 

ample sustenance and if after five years he does not come to me, he would 

be amiss". 

But when a Muslim performs the obligatory Hajj and he happens to have a 

marriageable son and fears his son's being exposed to deviation, it would be 

better to spend on having him married instead of performing a voluntary 

pilgrimage. That is because the prevention of harm takes priority over the 

acquisition of benefits, and Allah does not accept a voluntary act that leads 

to the neglect of a duty:  

"A person who is endowed with wisdom is endowed with a great good". 

[Surat Al Baqarah, 269] 
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"Oh Allah, I pray for a pilgrimage 

that is free of pretence or seeking 

to enhance my reputation" 

In other words, a pilgrim's aspiring 

to establish a reputation and show 

off through his Hajj constitutes a 

deviation from the purpose of Hajj 

and lack of sincerity in his worship. 

Ibn Katheer mentioned in his book 

of History the following story: Abdullah bin Al-Mubarak was going on his 

way to perform hajj. He and his companions saw a dead bird. He asked them 

to throw it in the garbage. His companions moved on and he was behind 

them. When he went through the garbage, he saw a young woman taking 

the dead bird and going quickly to her nearby house. He went to her and 

asked her about her story. She got shy, then she said: I live here with my 

mother. We have nothing but this dress, and we have nothing to eat but what 

people throw in this garbage. My father had a great wealth, but he was killed 

and his wealth was stolen, so we have nothing to eat. 

When he heard this, he wept and asked his companions to get back the 

luggage. He asked his servant: How much money do we have? He answered: 

a thousand Dinars. He said: Keep twenty for us for our way back home and 

give the rest to this woman. I swear that her affliction made me so sad, and 

this would be better than going to Hajj this year. 

He went back home and thought that this charity would be better than a 

well-accepted Hajj. 

Good Muslims used to know the truth of worship and the value of dealing 

with people. The prophet (PBUH) said:  
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"That I walk with a brother regarding a need is more beloved to me than 

that I seclude myself in this mosque in Medina for a month." 

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of Creations 
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Books- Allah is the Greatest- Paragraph (09-25): 
Giving People their Due Rights 

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

In order to perform this great act of worship in a way accepted by Allah and 

to win His content, and to avoid spending a lot of money, and precocious 

time, bearing difficulties and getting back with unaccepted Hajj, after being 

called: "your call is not heard and yours will not be double happiness, your 

pilgrimage is blemished and unrewarded!" 

In order not to waste his Hajj, man 

needs to repent before going to 

Hajj from all sins, whether big or 

small, important or not important. 

He should avoid any illegal gain, or 

sinful relation. He should give 

people their rights and quit sins. 

Above all, he should intend not to 

commit sins again after Hajj. 

It is very dangerous to think that Hajj effaces all sins committed before 

performing it. It is a great illusion. 

There is an agreement among scholars that the noble as7adeth saying that 

a pilgrim gets back from Hajj as pure of sins as the day he was born, with his 

sins being forgiven, refer only to the sins between man and his Lord.. As for 

the sins between him and sh3er, and the rights people owe him, they are not 

effaced or forgiven except by paying them back to their due people or if 

those people forgive him. 
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Hence, there are three types of sins: A sin that is never forgiven, i.e. shirk 

(polytheism), a sin that is not left, i.e, a sin, which is between man and other 

people, and a sin that is forgiven, i.e the sin between man and his Lord. 

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of Creations 
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Books- Allah is the Greatest- Paragraph (10-25): 
The Sacred places of Ritual (Masha'er) 

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

Allah the Al-Mighty says: 

﴾Verily! As-Safâ and Al-Marwah (two mountains in Makkah) are of the 

Symbols of Allâh. ﴿ 

[Al-Baqarah: 158] 

In Arabic language masha'er 

means symbols and rites… It 

means the acts that a pilgrim is 

ordained to do in those places. 

The singular is Sha'eera. 

In the noble Ayah: 

﴾Then when you leave 

'Arafat,remember Allah (by 

glorifying His Praises, i.e. prayers 

and invocations, etc.) at the Mash'ar-il-Haram.﴿ 

[Al-Baqarah, 198] 

The word "mash'ar" means the prominent place. Its plural is "masha'er" and 

the sacred masha'er are the sacred places. 

When a pilrgrim is in the sacred masha'er, shouldn't he have sacred feelings? 

When a pilgrim circumambulates the Ka'ba, in the Sacred House of Allah, 

shouldn't he feel like a lover circumambulating his beloved? When he 

performs sa'i between Safa and Marwa, shouldn't he feel like one seeking 

something he is longing for?... When he slaughters udheya, shouldn't he feel 

that he is slaughtering his lust that veils him from his Lord…? When he stones 



25 | ALLAH IS THE GREATEST BY DR. MHD.RATEB NABULSI 

 

Satan, shouldn’t he feel that it is a symbol of his eternal enmity with satan..? 

When he visits the noble Rawda of the prophet (PBUH), shouldn't he feel that 

he is in paradise…? 

In conclusion, a pilgrim, when performing the rites of Hajj, in the sacred 

places, should have sacred feelings that vary with the various places and rites, 

as each rite gives a certain feeling, and this feeling is the result of his faith. 

This makes it clear that Hajj is an act of worship, based on a distinguished 

connection with Allah, and its price is full dedication, as it can only be 

performed in Allah's Sacred House. Thus, a pilgrim must leave his country, 

family and friends, bear travel difficulties, face its hazards, spend money 

seeking Allah's Content. However, as the expenses of this act of worship are 

great, so are its fruits. 

A Muslim goes to the Sacred House of Allah, and leaves behind all the 

concerns of sustenance and living, work and earnings, the worries of his wife 

and children, and the concerns of the present and the future. After he wears 

Iharm clothes (not sewed clothes) from Miqat( certain places set for starting 

Ihram), he becomes entirely distant from this world, and he devotes himself 

to Allah the Almighty saying: 

((O my Lord, Here have I come to You my Lord, Here I am. There is no 

partner with You. Here I am. Truly, the praise and the provisions are Yours, 

and so is the dominion and sovereignty. There is no partner with you)) 

This Talbiyah is like a response to 

the call of Allah, that a Believer 

feels deep inside his heart as if 

Allah is saying to him: O My 

servant, leave everything and 

come to Me. O my servant, come 

to Me so that I would relieve you 

of worldly concerns which are as 

great as mountains, and which are 

a tremendous burden on you. 



26 | ALLAH IS THE GREATEST BY DR. MHD.RATEB NABULSI 

 

Come to Me, O My servant and I will purify you from all (illicit) desires that 

spoil your life. 

For how long you’ll be consumed in desires 

And for what you’ve committed you’ll be held responsible 

*** 

Come, O My servant, feel the taste of My Love.. Come, O My servant, taste 

the sweetness of the Secret Conversation with Me. 

((O my Lord, Here have I come to You my Lord, Here I am. There is no partner 

with You. Here I am. Truly, the praise and the provisions are Yours, and so is 

the dominion and sovereignty. There is no partner with you)) 

Come, O My servant so that I will show you some of My Great Signs, I will 

show you the kingdom of the earth and the heavens.I will illuminate your 

heart with My Light by which all darkness is dispelled.I will fill your heart with 

the tranquility that many people of the earth and the heavens miss.I will fill 

your soul with content and satisfaction without which many souls become 

miserable.I will bring you out from the muddy shallows of lusts unto the 

heavens of My Vicinity.I will save you from the solitude of remoteness to the 

delight of closeness to Me.I will save you from the horror of Shirk and the 

humiliation of hypocrisy to the calmness of tawheed and the glory of 

obedience. 

((O my Lord, Here I have come to You, my Lord, Here I am. There is no partner 

with You. Here I am. Truly, the praise and the provisions are Yours, and so is 

the dominion and sovereignty. There is no partner with You.)) 

Come, My servant, so that I will take you away from this evanescent life, from 

your monotonous job, and from your considerable worries to the horizon of 

My Knowledge, the honor of remembering Me, and the delight of being close 

to Me. Come, My servant, put your worries, your troubles, and your fears 

before Me, and I guarantee their demise. Come, My servant and mention 

your need to Me, ask Me and I guarantee that you will get your demand: 
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" Mosques are My Houses on earth, so blessed be he who has ablution at his 

house and then visits Me in My House, for The Host is going to honor the 

guest." 

So how would My honor to you be when you have come from distant places, 

withstood hardship, paid expenses, visited Me in My Sacred House, stood at 

Arafah, and sought My Pleasure. 

((O my Lord, Here I have come to You my Lord, Here I am. There is no partner 

with You. Here I am. Truly, the praise and the provisions are Yours, and so is 

the dominion and sovereignty. There is no partner with you.)) 

Come, My servant, and visit Me in My Sacred House, so all your concerns will 

go away, you will see the truth, and prepare yourself to meet Me. 

"Verily a servant, whom I gave a healthy body, and I expanded for him his 

livelihood, and five years pass upon him that he does not come to Me (for 

Hajj), then he is deprived." 

Come, My servant, 

circumambulate the Ka'bah the 

way someone goes around his 

beloved, do Sa’i (walking) between 

Safa and Marwah the way 

someone yearns to reach his 

purpose. Come, My servant, and 

kiss the Black Stone, and shed 

tears for the time you have spent 

on doing things you were not 

created for. Pledge Me to leave 

sins and violations and to perform good deeds and acts of worship. Be to Me 

as I want you to, and I will be to you as you want Me to, Be to me as I want 

you to, and do not inform Me of what is right for you. Actually, if you give in 

to Me in what I want, I will provide you with everything you want, otherwise 

I will overburden you in seeking what you want, then things will turn out the 

way I want. I have created everything in the universe for you so do not be 

overstrained, and I have created you for (obeying) Me so do not play (do not 
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be negligent). By My Right upon you, do not be busy with what I guarantee 

for you at the expense of what I enjoin on you. 

((O my Lord, Here I am at Your service, Here I am. There is no partner with 

You. Here I am. Truly, the praise and the provisions are Yours, and so is the 

dominion and sovereignty. There is no partner with you.)) 

Come, My servant to Arafat, on the day of the Largest Meeting, Come to 

expose to a whiff of Mine that cleanses your heart from all dirt and lusts, and 

purifies your soul from every blemish and distress. These whiffs fill your heart 

with happiness and tranquility, and the bliss that will spread in your soul will 

be enough for the people of a whole country, then you will not regret but 

for an hour, you have spent in gossip, asking too many questions, and 

wasting money. 

Come to Arafat, on the day of Arafah, to know that you rank first above all 

creatures; the earth and the heavens were created to serve you, you bore the 

Trust, which the heavens, the earth and the mountains declined to bear and 

feared from, and I have brought you to this world (I have created you) to get 

to know Me, and to perform a good deed that grants you Paradise of Eternity. 

Come to Arafat, on the day of Arafah, to know that the Man is at loss, Except 

for those who have believed and done righteous deeds and advised each 

other to truth and advised each other to patience. Verily, if you find Me, you 

will find everything, and if you miss Me you will miss everything, and I Am 

more beloved to you than anything else. 

After the believer tastes the sweetness of secret conversation in Arafat, 

through his supplication, performing prayers, being close to Allah, and the 

magnificence of this meeting, he will indulge in the pleasure of Vicinity. At 

this time, he will look down on this life and it will pass from his heart to his 

hands (although he possesses it, his heart will not be attached to it), and the 

Hereafter will become his largest concern, and then he will seek a seat of 

truth (i.e. Paradise), near the Omnipotent King (Allah the Almighty). Actually, 

it will be revealed to the pilgrim in Arafat that every bad thing that has 

occurred to him in his life is out of pure justice, virtue, and mercy, and he will 

fully comprehend the following ayah: 
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﴾And it may be that you dislike a thing which is good for you and that you 

like a thing which is bad for you. Allah knows but you do not know.﴿ 

[Al-Baqarah, 216] 

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of Creations 
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Books- Allah is the Greatest- Paragraph (11-25): 
Hajj is Arafa 

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

The greatest pillar of Pilgrimage is standing on the mountain of Arafat, as the 

Prophet (PBUH) said: 

“Hajj is Arafa” 

Therefore, the day of Arafa is considered the day of the greatest encounter 

between a repentant slave and his Forgiving and Merciful Lord. It is the day 

of knowledge and the day of forgiveness. On this day, Divine Mercies are 

showered from Allah, the Creator of the earth and the heavens upon His 

servants. That is why it has been said that whosoever stands on the mountain 

of Arafat but does not feel certain that Allah has forgiven him his sins and 

misdeeds, his Pilgrimage is not accomplished. 

Jaber (May Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet (PBUH) said: 

“There are no days better with Allah than the ten days of Dhul-Hijja.” A man 

asked: “Are they better than ten days of Jihad for the sake of Allah?” He 

(PBUH) said: “They are better than ten days of Jihad for the sake of Allah. 

And there is no day better with Allah than the day of Arafa, (on which) 

Allah, the Almighty, descends to the lowest heaven and boasts of the 

people of the earth to the inhabitants of the heavens. He says: ‘Behold My 

slaves! They have come unto Me unkempt, dusty, and struck by the sun’s 

rays. They have come all the way seeking My Mercy although they have not 

seen My Punishment!’ There is no other day on which people are 

emancipated from the Fire more than the day of Arafa.” 

[Al-Muntheri said: it was narrated by Al-bazzar, Ibn Khuzaima, and Ibn Hibban] 
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Ibn Al-Mubarak narrated from 

Sufyan Ath-Thawri on authority of 

Az-Zubair Ibn ‘Ali that Anas Ibn 

Malik (May Allah be pleased with 

him) said: 

The Prophet (PBUH) stood on (the 

mountain of) Arafa, when the sun 

was about to set, saying: “O Bilal! 

Let people listen to me!” So Bilal 

stood up and called out: “Listen 

to the Messenger of Allah (PBUH)!” So people listened. The Prophet (PBUH) 

said: “O people! Gabriel has already come to me, and he delivered me my 

Lord’s Salam (Greeting). Then he said: ‘Allah, the Almighty, has forgiven the 

people of Arafa and the people of the Sacrosanct Place.’” Then, Omar Ibn 

Al-Khattab stood and said: “O Messenger of Allah! Is that only for us?” He 

(PBUH) said: “This is for you and for those who will come after you until the 

Day of Judgment.” So Omar exclaimed: “How Great and Abounding Allah’s 

Favors are!” 

Imam Muslim and sh3er narrated on authority of ‘A’isha (May Allah be 

pleased with her) that the Prophet (PBUH) said: 

“There is no day on which Allah emancipates a slave (of His) from the Fire 

more than the day of Arafa. And Allah, the Almighty, truly comes near and 

boasts of them to the Angels, saying: ‘What do those (slaves) want?’” 

Abu-d-Darda’ narrated that the Prophet (PBUH) said: 

“Satan is never seen pettier, more defeated, or more furious on any day 

than that of Arafa. This is because he sees the sending down of (Allah’s) 

Mercy and His Forgiveness of great sins, except for that which he was made 

to see on the day of Badr.” They asked: “What did he see on the day of 

Badr?” He (PBUH) said: “He saw Gabriel leading the Angels (in support of 

believers in the fight against the infidels).” 
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 [Imam Malik and Al-Hakem] 

Imam Ahmad And At-Termidhi narrated that the Prophet (PBUH) said: 

“The best supplication is the supplication of the day of Arafa; and the best 

thing that the previous Prophets and I have ever said is: ‘There is no god 

but Allah, Alone, with no partner; all Sovereignty belongs to Him; all Praise 

is to Him; and He has power over all things.” 

It was narrated that Housain Al-Marwazi said: “I asked Soufian Ibn ‘Uyaina 

about the best supplication on the day of Arafa. He said: ‘There is no god but 

Allah, Alone, with no partner.’ Then I said: ‘This is a kind of praise and not 

supplication.’ He said: ‘Don’t you know the Hadith narrated by Malik Ibn Al-

Harith? Such is its explanation.’ I said: ‘Tell me about it.’ He said: ‘Malik Ibn 

Al-Harith narrated that Allah, All-Mighty, says: 

‘If My slave is preoccupied by extolling My Praises over beseeching Me, I 

give him better than that which I give to beseechers.’ 

He said: ‘Such is the interpretation of the Prophet’s Haith.’ Then Soufian said: 

‘Don’t you know what Umayya Ibn Abi-s-Salt said when he came to Abdullah 

Ibn Jad’an asking him for a donation?’ I said: No!’ He said: ‘Umayya said: 

Shall I mention my need, or your modesty is sufficient for me? 

For your nature is modesty; 

And your knowledge of rights and you are a good man, 

Honor and praise are both yours; 

If one should praise you one day, 

It is sufficient for him to be granted honor by praising you.’ 

Then he said: ‘O Housain! Such is a creature; and it is sufficient to praise him 

instead of beseeching him. So what do you think of the Creator?!” 
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The story of the Prophet Yunus (Jonah), (PBUH), best confirms this meaning, 

for there is no disaster that is more grievous than that when one suddenly 

finds oneself in the darkness of a whale’s belly, in the darkness of the depth 

of the sea, and in the darkness of the night. There is no disaster more 

catastrophic and hopeless than this one. Yet Jonah (Yunus) (PBUH) called out 

to the Lord, All-Mighty, Most Merciful: 

﴾But he cried through the darkness (saying): La ilahailla Anta [none has the 

right to be worshipped but You (O Allah)], Glorified (and Exalted) are You 

[above all that (evil) they associate with You]. Truly, I have been of the 

wrong-doers."(87)So We answered his call, and delivered him from the 

distress. And thus We do deliver the believers (who believe in the Oneness 

of Allah, abstain from evil and work righteousness).(88)﴿ 

[Al-Anbiya,87-88] 

Contemplate Allah’s Words 

“So We answered him”, which means that Allah considered Jonah’s praise of 

Him as a supplication, and, therefore, He said: “So We answered him, and 

delivered him from distress”. 

Even more, in order that readers of the Noble Quran do not think that this 

story is a non-repeated historical one that would never happen again, Allah, 

Most Merciful, made it as a Divine Law that applies to all places and times, 

saying: 

 ﴾And thus We do deliver the believers (who believe in the Oneness of Allah, 

abstain from evil and work righteousness).(88)﴿ 

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of Creations 
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Books- Allah is the Greatest- Paragraph (12-25): 
Allah is the Greatest 

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

Pilgrims leave Arafat after this great encounter with their Lord, through which 

they receive enlightenment and guidance as well as spiritual enhancement. 

When they arrive at the Sacrosanct Place at Muzdalifah, they remember 

Allah’s Grace upon them, praise Allah for His Grace of guidance and intimacy, 

and express their eternal enmity with the damned Satan by throwing the 

pebbles of Al-‘Aqaba, after having responded to the Lord’s Call and seen part 

of His Divine Glory, Perfection, and Generousity. At this point, Pilgrims cannot 

help glorifying Allah for His Grace of guidance, acceptance, and intimacy. In 

this context, after having thrown the pebbles at Al-‘Aqabah and having his 

hair shaved off, the Prophet (PBUH) stopped At-Talbiah (saying: Here I am at 

your service, O my Lord…) and began to glorify Allah, saying: “Allah is the 

Greatest! Allah is the Greatest! Allah is the Greatest! Glory to Allah! Praise to 

Allah! And there is no god but Allah!” 

Such are “the good things that endure,” in Allah’s Words 

﴾Wealth and children are the adornment of the life of this world. But the 

good righteous deeds (five compulsory prayers, deeds of Allah's obedience, 

good and nice talk, remembrance of Allah with glorification, praises and 

thanks, etc.), that last, are better with your Lord for rewards and better in 

respect of hope.﴿ 

[Al-Kahf,46] 

If one truly glorifies Allah, the All-Mighty, praises Him, professes His Oneness, 

and magnifies Him, this means that he gets to know Him. If he knows Him, 
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he obeys Him; and if he obeys Him, he deserves His Paradise. Moreover, what 

is with Allah is far better and more enduring than the perishable pleasures 

and enjoyments of this ephemeral world. 

The words “Allah is the Greatest” occur at the beginning and end of the Azan 

(the Call to prayer), in order that a Muslim feels, while being occupied with 

his work and business, that what is with Allah is far better and greater than 

everything with which he is occupied; and, therefore, he'd better respond to 

Allah’s Call. 

We say the words “Allah is the 

Greatest” at the beginning of salat, 

and repeat them during the five 

daily prayers more than 250 times 

per day. 

Some scholars rightly consider 

them as a prerequisite for prayer, 

which means that they should be 

repeated throughout the whole 

prayer. Therefore, while performing prayer one should constantly remember 

that Allah is Greater than everything that might distract him from being in 

humble reverence to his Lord the All-Mighty. 

We call out repeatedly: “Allah is the Greatest”, after we have defeated our 

sins and misdeeds, after the Fast of Ramadan and after Hajj. That is why the 

prophet (PBUH) enjoined takbeer in the two eids because it emphasizes our 

servitude to Allah the All-Mighty, and our Return to Him from the worldly life 

in everything therein. 

If a slave of Allah turns to Him with repentance, it is called out in the heavens 

and the earth: “Congratulate so-and-so for he has reconciled with Allah!” 
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We also call out repeatedly “Allah is the Greatest” when we face our enemies 

in the battle-field and after having won victory over them, in order to feel 

that Allah is Greater than everything and that victory comes only from Allah 

the All-Mighty, the Exalted in power, and if you help (in the cause of) Allah, 

He will help you. 

A true believer who is rightly guided to Allah repeats “Allah is the Greatest”, 

which means for him that whenever a part of Allah’s Greatness, Power, Mercy, 

and Generosity is unveiled to him, Allah is Greater than what he has been 

made to see. In this context, Imam Ash-shafi’isaid: “The more I am increased 

in knowledge, the more I realize how ignorant I am.” 

To wrap up, no matter how great a believer’s knowledge of his Lord might 

be, Allah, the All-Mighty, is far greater and more Sublime. What is important 

is not repeating the word “Allah is the Greatest”, but to realize its denotation 

that is affirmed and determined by the believer’s behavior. 

The Prophet (PBUH) was the best human in realizing the denotation of the 

words “Allah is the Greatest”. 

The people of Quraish sent ‘Utbah Ibn Rabi’a to the Messenger of Allah 

(PBUH) in order to tell him: “You have brought a great thing to your people. 

Listen to me! I am here to offer you many things that you may accept some 

of them. If you seek through this matter wealth or property, we shall collect 

for you from ours what can make you the richest one among us. If you seek 

a high rank, we shall make you our master, and we shall not do anything 

without your acceptance. And if you seek sovereignty, we shall make you our 

sovereign.” However, his attempt was in vain. Then people of Quraish tried 

to prevent him from proceeding in his Call, through his uncle Abu Talib. Abu 

Talib said to him: 

“O my nephew! Preserve yourself and me, and do not overburden me with 

what is over my ability.” The Prophet (PBUH) said his famous words: 
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“O my uncle! By Allah, even if they put the sun in my right hand, and the 

moon in my left hand in order to leave this matter, I would never leave it 

until Allah causes it to dominate or else I die defending it.” 

When the Prophet’s Companions 

said “Allah is the Greatest” with 

their tongues, their hearts were 

filled with it, and their deeds 

affirmed it. So they accomplished, 

despite their little number, what 

we cannot accomplish the tenth 

thereof despite our great number. 

That is because the one who says 

it and his deeds affirm it is equal to 

one thousand men; whereas a thousand of those who say it but fail to affirm 

it by their deeds equal nothing. 

When Sa’id Ibn ‘Amer’s wife wanted to prevent him from spending money 

for the Cause of Allah, he addressed her: “I have companions who preceded 

me to Allah, and I do not like to deviate from their way, even if the entire 

worldly life is for me.” When she tried to seduce him with her beauty, he 

addressed her: “You know that there are marvelous Houris in Paradise, if one 

of them looms upon the earth, the light of her face overwhelms the light of 

the sun and the moon. So it is worthier to sacrifice you for their sake than to 

sacrifice them for your sake.” By such words with which he addressed his wife, 

this great Companion said “Allah is the Greatest” with his tongue, his heart 

was filled with it, and his deeds affirmed it. 

Omar Ibn Al-Khattab once said to a shepherd whom he wanted to test: “Sell 

this sheep to me and take its price!” He said: “It is not mine.” Omar said: “Tell 

its owner that it died or that a wolf ate it, and take its price!” the man said: “I 

swear by Allah that I am in urgent need of its price; and if I said to its owner 
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that it died or a wolf ate it, he would believe me; but where is Allah…?!!” 

This shepherd said “Allah is the Greatest” with his tongue, his heart was filled 

with it, and his deeds affirmed it. 

If man obeys a creature, whoever it might be, and disobeys his Creator, this 

means that he has never said “Allah is the Greatest” even if he keeps 

repeating it with his tongue a thousand times, because his action belies his 

words when he obeys the one whom he wrongly thinks is more powerful 

than Allah. 

If man cheats in order to gain more money, this means that he has never said 

“Allah is the Greatest” even if he keeps repeating it with his tongue one 

thousand times, because he wrongly thinks that this money is greater than 

obeying Allah and His Messenger. 

If man fails to practice the teachings of Islam in his family in order to please 

them, this means that he has never said “Allah is the Greatest” even if he 

keeps repeating it with his tongue one thousand times, because he thinks 

that pleasing his family is greater than pleasing his Lord. 

If Muslims knew the real meaning of “Allah is the Greatest”, and, hence, 

repeated it with their tongue, their hearts were filled with it, and their deeds 

affirmed it, they would be in a far better position with Allah and other fellow 

humans. 

Let us repeat “Allah is the Greatest” with our tongues and understand its 

meanings; and let our deeds affirm it, in order to deserve Allah’s Mercy and 

Victory over our enemies. 

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of Creations 
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Books- Allah is the Greatest- Paragraph (13-25): 
Throwing pebbles 

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

 After leaving Arafat equipped with knowledge, heart illumination, and a right 

vision, pilgrims see that true 

happiness lies entirely in obeying 

Allah, and that misery lies entirely 

in disobeying Allah. At this point, 

they see Satan’s enmity, and how 

he makes people fear poverty if 

they spend, he makes them fear 

other than Allah if they repent, 

while he is betraying them. 

Allah the All-Mighty says: 

﴾And Shaitan (Satan) will say when the matter has been decided: "Verily, 

Allah promised you a promise of truth. And I too promised you, but I 

betrayed you. I had no authority over you except that I called you, so you 

responded to me. So blame me not, but blame yourselves. I cannot help 

you, nor can you help me. I deny your former act in associating me (Satan) 

as a partner with Allah (by obeying me in the life of the world). Verily, there 

is a painful torment for the Zalimun (polytheists and wrong-doers, etc.)."﴿ 

Thus, a pilgrim expresses his enmity to Satan symbolically by throwing 

pebbles, so this throwing would be a physical expression and a pledge to 

take Satan as an enemy and reject his thoughts. 
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Imam Ghazali said: "You should know that when you are throwing pebbles 

in Aqaba, you are in fact throwing Satan with them and destroying him. This 

can only be done by obeying Allah's orders." 

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of Creations 
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Books- Allah is the Greatest- Paragraph (14-25): 
Slaughtering adahi is slaughtering of lusts 

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

Pilgrims take the sacrifice to the place where they slaughter them. The 

sacrifice stands for a present given to Allah to thank Him for the blessing of 

guidance, which is the most precious grace of all. When a pilgrim slaughters 

the sacrifice, it is as if he slaughters all the lusts and desires that Allah forbids, 

and as if the pilgrim sacrifices everything whether it is cheap or expensive for 

the sake of pleasing the Lord of the worlds. Allah the Almighty says: 

﴾It is neither their meat nor their blood that reaches Allah, but it is piety 

from you that reaches Him. Thus have We made them subject to you that 

you may magnify Allah for His Guidance to you. And give glad tidings (O 

Muhammad) to the Muhsinun (doers of good).﴿ 

[Al-Hajj, 37]  

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of Creations 
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Books- Allah is the Greatest- Paragraph (15-25): 
Tawaf AI-Ifada 

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

Then pilgrim performs Tawaf al-Ifadha (circumambulating around Ka'ba after 

leaving Arafat mountain) to strengthen these facts, and feelings. Then, he 

performs Tawaf al-Wada' (final circumambulation in Hajj) to get back to his 

country a new man, whose heart is enlightened by the true faith, and his soul 

is gleamed by the lights of Vicinity, and he determines to fulfill the pledges 

he has made to Allah. Actually, if it is true that Hajj is a journey to Allah, it is 

also true that it is the penultimate journey, which makes the final journey 

(death) a journey to a Paradise that is as wide as the heavens and the earth. 

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of Creations 
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Books- Allah is the Greatest- Paragraph (16-25): 
Turn in prayer to your Lord and sacrifice (to Him) 

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

The Udhiyah (sacrifice) is one of 

the religious symbols (Shaa'er) of 

Muslims in Eid Al Adha, and its 

legislation came from the 

following hadith reported by 

Ahmad and IbnMajahon the 

authority AbiHuraira(may Allah be 

pleased with him) who said that 

the prophet (PBUH) said: 

((Let those who can afford slaughtering a sacrifice, yet they don't, never 

come near our Musallah (place of prayer).)) 

[Ahmad] 

Abu Hanifah, May Allah have mercy on his soul, deduced from this Hadith 

that the Udhiyah is an obligation, as this kind of threat can’t be applied on 

an act that is not an obligatory one. 

Whereas other than Ahnaf said: it is an evidence-based Sunnah, and they 

have their proofs for it. 

Udhiyah is mandadory once every year by the free, adult, prudent, settled 

and rich Muslim. 

Aishah, May Allah be pleased with her narrated that the prophet PBUH said: 
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((No act performed on the Day of Nahr by son of Adam is more beloved to 

Allah than shedding the blood (slaughtering the Udhiyah). Verily, it comes 

on the Day of Judgement with its horns, hairs, and nails. Allah gives reward 

for it before its blood reaches the ground, so be content for sacrificing 

Udhiyah.)) 

[Al-Tirmidhi and IbnMajah] 

Anas also narrated that: 

((the Prophet (peace be upon him) sacrificed two horned rams which were 

white. He said: and I saw him slaughtering them with his own hands, and I 

saw him putting his foot on them while mentioning the Name of Allah and 

glorifying Him (saying Allah is the Greatest). )) 

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of Creations 
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Books- Allah is the Greatest- Paragraph (17-25): 
The Purpose of Udhiya 

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

The purpose of the Udhiyah is that the rich Muslim expresses his gratitude 

to Allah the Almighty for His various graces, among which is guidance, and 

being alive till Eid Al Adha year after year. 

((The best of you is the one who lived long and performed good deeds)) 

Safety (not having intractable diseases), good health, and sustenance in 

abundance are also among the graces we should be thankful for. 

Moreover, Udhiyah is an atonement from sins that were committed and it is 

a treat for the family of the person who is slaughtering the Udhiyah and his 

relatives, friends, neighbors, and poor Muslims.  

 

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of Creations 
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Books- Allah is the Greatest- Paragraph (18-25): 
Conditions of Udhiyah 

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

The condition of the Udhiyah: 

One of the conditions of the Udhiyah (an animal of the an'aam class (i.e., 

camel, cow, sheep or goat) that is slaughtered during the days of Eid Al-Adha 

because of the Eid, and as an act of worship, intending to draw closer to Allah 

thereby) is Al-Yasaar (having enough money), and the Muwsser is the one 

who is eligible to pay Zakat, so he has money more than what is needed to 

meet his basic needs, the one who does not need the price of the Udhiyah 

during the days of Eid Al-Adha only or the one who does not need the price 

of Al-Udhiyah during the whole year, according to opinions of the School of 

Thoughts concerning the definition of Al-Muwsser.  

Al-Udhiyah should not suffer from any serious disease that causes the loss 

of some of its meat or that causes harm when eating its meat. Thus, it is not 

permitted to sacrifice an animal that is seriously and obviously sick, nor is it 

permissible to sacrifice the one-eyed animal, the lame animal, the very thin 

animal and the one which suffers from scabies. Hence, it is desirable to 

choose the fattest and the best animal.  The Prophet, peace be upon him, 

used to sacrifice a horned white ram.   

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of Creations 
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Books- Allah is the Greatest- Paragraph (19-25): 
Time of slaughtering Udhiyah 

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

The time of slaughtering the Udhiyah: 

Slaughtering Al-Udhiyah should be in the period that starts after Eid Al-Adha 

prayer and ends before the sunset of the 3rd day of Eid. However, the best 

time for  slaughtering is the first day of Eid; after Eid Al-Adha prayer till the 

time before sunset of the same day. It is detestable to slaughter it at night.  

Al-Udhiyah is an animal of the an'aam class (i.e., camel, cow, sheep or goat), 

provided that the sheep should be 6 months old, and the goat should be 1 

year old according the opinions of jurists.       

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of Creations 
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Books- Allah is the Greatest- Paragraph (20-25): 
Recommended Actions of Slaughtering Al-Udhiyah 

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

Recommended Actions of Slaughtering Al-Udhiyah: 

It is permissible for the Muslim to 

slaughter an Udhiyah for himself, 

on behalf of his household (the 

ones who live with him in the same 

house) and on behalf of those on 

whom he spends, and all of them 

will share the reward with him.  

One of the recommended actions 

the owner of Al-Udhiyah should 

perform is to face Al-Qiblah while slaughtering it, to perform the 

slaughtering himself if he can and to say before slaughtering Al-Udhiyah the 

following:      

(Bismillah wa Allahu Akbar: (In the Name of Allah; Allah is the Greatest). O 

Allah it comes from You, and it is given to You. O Allah accept it from me and 

from my household)  

He can ask someone else to slaughter his own Udhiyah, but he should 

witness that as the Prophet, peace be upon him, instructed Fatimah, may 

Allah be pleased with her in the following Hadith:  

(Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Messenger of Allah 

(peace be upon him) said, "O Fatimah! Come and witness your sacrificial 

animal (being slaughtered), for surely, by its first drop of blood that falls on 

the ground, all your sins are forgiven.") 
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It is desirable to divide Al-Udhiyah into three equal parts; one third is for the 

owner of the Udhiyah and for his household to be eaten, the other third is 

dedicated to his relatives, friends and neighbours and the last third is given 

to the poor and needy Muslims as Allah the Almighty orders us in the 

following Ayah:     

(...eat thereof, and feed the beggar who does not ask (men), and the 

beggar who asks (men).) 

[Al-Hajj, 36] 

Allah the Almighty says:  

(Whose hearts are filled with fear when Allah is mentioned; who patiently 

bear whatever may befall them (of calamities); and who perform As-Salat 

(Iqamat-as-Salat), and who spend (in Allah's Cause) out of what We have 

provided them* And the Budn (cows, oxen, or camels driven to be offered 

as sacrifices by the pilgrims at the sanctuary of Makkah.) We have made for 

you as among the Symbols of Allah, therein you have much good. So 

mention the Name of Allah over them when they are drawn up in lines (for 

sacrifice). Then, when they are down on their sides (after slaughter), eat 

thereof, and feed the beggar who does not ask (men), and the beggar who 

asks (men). Thus have We made them subject to you that you may be 

grateful* It is neither their meat nor their blood that reaches Allah, but it is 

piety from you that reaches Him. Thus have We made them subject to you 

that you may magnify Allah for His Guidance to you. And give glad tidings 

(O Muhammad PBUH) to the Muhsinun (doers of good).) 

[Al-Hajj, 35-37] 

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of Creations 
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Books- Allah is the Greatest- Paragraph (21-25): 
Visiting the Master of Mankind, Muhammad, 

peace be upon him. 

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

After the pilgrims finish the rituals of Hajj (pilgrimage), they head towards Al-

Madinah Al-Munawwarah, the most beloved land to Allah the Almighty, in 

order to visit (the grave of) the Master of all mankind, Muhammad, peace be 

upon him. It was reported that the Prophet, peace be upon him, said:  

(Whoever performs Hajj and visits me after my death, it is as if he had 

visited me during my life) 

[Al-Baihaqi through weak Sanad] 

In his noble chamber a tablet of the following Ayah is hanged:   

(If they (hypocrites), when they had been unjust to themselves, had come to 

you (Muhammad PBUH) and begged Allah's Forgiveness, and the 

Messenger had begged forgiveness for them: indeed, they would have 

found Allah All-Forgiving (One Who accepts repentance), Most Merciful.) 

[An-Nisa', 64] 

Imam Al-Qurtubi said that the Ayah indicates that people can come to the 

Prophet, peace be upon, and ask him to ask Allah to forgive them during his 

life and after his death. Only the Prophet, peace be upon him, is privileged 

with this honor.  

Imam Al-Qasimi, the writer of the most famous interpretation of the Noble 

Quran, said that in this Ayah, there is an indication to the exalted rank of the 

Prophet, peace be upon him. According to this interpretation, if man wrongs 

himself by not adhering to the Sunnah of the Prophet, peace be upon him, 
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he has to ask Allah to forgive him, and to apologize to the Prophet, peace be 

upon him. In other words, repentance is not accepted in this case unless it is 

accompanied with asking for the forgiveness of the Prophet, peace be upon 

him. Moreover, adhering to the Prophet’s sunna is an act of obedience to 

Allah, rejecting his sunna is an act of disobedience to Allah, and pleasing the 

Prophet peace be upon him is like pleasing Allah.  

This meaning is deduced from the singular pronoun that is used (it is Yurduh: 

to please him in the Ayah in Arabic and it is interpreted as "and His 

Messenger") although it refers to Allah and the Messenger, peace be upon 

him.  

(They swear by Allah to you (Muslims) in order to please you, but it is more 

fitting that they should please Allah and His Messenger (Muhammad 

PBUH),) 

[At-Taubah, 62] 

The singular pronoun is used because pleasing the Prophet, peace be upon 

him, is pleasing Allah the Almighty, and disobeying him is in itself a sin 

committed against Allah the Almighty. The following Ayah is the strongest 

proof of this point:   

(He who obeys the Messenger (Muhammad PBUH), has indeed obeyed 

Allah, but he who turns away, then we have not sent you (O Muhammad 

PBUH) as a watcher over them.) 

[An-Nisa', 80] 

In another Ayah, Allah the Almighty says:  

 

(Say (O Muhammad PBUH to mankind): "If you (really) love Allah then 

follow me (i.e. accept Islamic Monotheism, follow the Qur'an and the 
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Sunnah), Allah will love you and forgive you of your sins. And Allah is Oft-

Forgiving, Most Merciful.") 

[Aal-'Imran, 31] 

The secret behind the extreme 

happiness that fills the heart of 

whoever visits the grave of the 

Prophet, peace be upon him, is 

that the minute the visitor comes 

closer to Al-Madinah, his heart 

start beating quickly, and once he 

sees the Rawdah (the sacred 

chamber of the Prophet, peace be 

upon him), he starts crying (out of reverence). Only then, his soul gets 

purified from all distress, flaws and bad feelings, and it will be filled with 

ecstasy due to being close to the Prophet, peace be upon him, and love to 

him. Actually, this is the intercession the Prophet, peace be upon him, 

referred to.    

(If someone comes to visit me in such a way that no other cause incites him 

to come, he will have a right upon me that I will be his intercessor on the 

Day of Resurrection.) 

[Its Isnad cannot be authenticated] 

The Quranic proof of the tranquility and happiness that fill the heart of the 

one who connects to Allah's Messenger, peace be upon him, in one way or 

another, is the following Ayah in which Allah the Almighty says:  

(Take Sadaqah (alms) from their wealth in order to purify them and sanctify 

them with it, and invoke Allah for them. Verily! Your invocations are a 

source of security for them) 
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[At-Taubah, 103] 

Ar-Razi said in his interpretation of the Noble Quran, "The soul of 

Muhammad, peace be upon him, used to be strong, radiant and bright, 

because of his extreme closeness to Allah the Almighty, and because his 

heart is the place where the inspiration from Allah, Exalted and Sublime be 

He, resided. Thus, whenever his companions, may Allah be pleased with 

them, mentioned his noble traits and compassion, and whenever the 

believers mentioned him with respect and love, his spiritual power will affect 

them, making their souls radiant and their inner self tranquil." This 

interpretation can be applied to the following Ayah:         

(Allah sends His Salat (Graces, Honours, Blessings, Mercy, etc.) on the 

Prophet (Muhammad PBUH) and also His angels too (ask Allah to bless and 

forgive him). O you who believe! Send your Salat on (ask Allah to bless) him 

(Muhammad PBUH), and (you should) greet (salute) him with the Islamic 

way of greeting (salutation i.e. As-Salamu 'Alaikum).) 

[Al-Ahzab, 56] 

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of Creations 
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Books- Allah is the Greatest- Paragraph (22-25): 
Bilal’s call for prayer 

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

It was reported that:  

(After the death of the Prophet PBUH, Bilal could not stay in Madinah any 

longer, and he immediately left for the city of Damascus and stayed there for 

a long time until one night, he saw the Messenger, peace be upon him, in his 

dream. The Messenger said to him, “Oh Bilal! What is this estrangement? Isn’t 

it time for you to visit me?” 

Bilal woke up in haste and he set off immediately to Al-Madina on his camel. 

When he arrived in Al-Medina, he went straight to the grave of the Prophet, 

peace be upon him, and wept a lot upon reaching it. Just at that moment, 

the Prophet’s grandsons Hasan and Hussain came. Seeing them, Bilal rose 

and embraced them tightly. 

They said, ‘We long to hear you  calling for prayer as you used to do for the 

Prophet, peace be upon him. They insisted so he accepted. He went up the 

masjid, stood where he used to stand, and when he began to say ‘Allahu 

Akbar, Allahu Akbar!’ all of Madinah shook as this sound reminded its people 

with the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him. Almost all people went out 

of their houses crying.) 

Abu Sufyan, may Allah be pleased with him, was right when he said, “I have 

never seen a greater love than the companions’ love to Muhammad (peace 

be upon him).”  

This is how every believer should love the Prophet, peace be upon him, till 

the Day of Resurrection. Pay attention to the following Hadith, please:  
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(Anas, may Allah be pleased with him, narrated: The Prophet (peace be 

upon him) said “None of you shall have true faith till he loves me more than 

his father, his children and all mankind.”) 

[Agreed upon] 

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of Creations 
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Books- Allah is the Greatest- Paragraph (23-25): 
The Prophet's Sermon in the Farewell Pilgrimage 

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

The Prophet, peace be upon him, delivered a comprehensive sermon in the 

farewell pilgrimage. The sermon included basic principles of humanity in a 

very simple language. No wonder that he delivered such a sermon as he was 

gifted with a very eloquent style of speech. The sermon contained many facts 

that are necessary to guide the heedless world of today and give them 

happiness. Allah the Almighty says:  

((Allah) said:"Get you down (from the Paradise to the earth), both of you, 

together, some of you are an enemy to some others. Then if there comes to 

you guidance from Me, then whoever follows My Guidance shall neither go 

astray, nor fall into distress and misery.) 

His mind will never get lost, and his ownself will never be in misery. Allah, 

Exalted and Sublime be He, educated Muhammad, peace be upon him, to 

make him a good example for all Arabs to follow. He also disciplined the 

Arabs to make them good example for all mankind. Allah the Almighty 

says:     

(And strive hard in Allah's Cause as you ought to strive. He has chosen you 

(to convey His Message of Islamic Monotheism to mankind by inviting 

them to His religion, Islam), and has not laid upon you in religion any 

hardship, it is the religion of your father Ibrahim (Abraham) (Islamic 

Monotheism). It is He (Allah) Who has named you Muslims both before and 

in this (the Qur'an), that the Messenger (Muhammad PBUH) may be a 

witness over you and you be witnesses over mankind! So perform As-Salat 

(Iqamat-as-Salat), give Zakat and hold fast to Allah [i.e. have confidence in 
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Allah, and depend upon Him in all your affairs] He is your Maula (Patron, 

Lord, etc.), what an Excellent Maula (Patron, Lord, etc.) and what an 

Excellent Helper!) 

[Al-Hajj, 78] 

Notice how delicate the following part of the Ayah is! Allah the Almighty 

says:  

(…that the Messenger (Muhammad PBUH) may be a witness over you and 

you be witnesses over mankind!) 

[Al-Hajj, 78] 

One of the principles that the 

Prophet, peace be upon him, 

indicated in the Farewell 

sermon  is equality among human 

beings in all situations and at all 

levels.   

(Abu Nadhrah reported: Those 

who listened to the Khutbah of 

Allah's Messenger, peace be upon 

him on the second day of Tashreeq (the 12th of Dhul Hijjah) said: The 

Prophet, peace be upon him said: "O' people, your Lord is one, and your 

father is one. There is no virtue for an Arab over a non-Arab, nor for a non-

Arab over an Arab, and neither for a red-skin [person] over a black-skin 

[person], nor for a black-skin [person] over a red-skin [person], except by 

righteousness. Have I delivered the message?"  They said: "The Prophet, 

peace be upon him, has delivered the message." And he said: “Let the one 

who listened to this speech convey it to those who are absent!”) 
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People are equal; there are no differences among the colored, the white, the 

black, the rich, the poor, the powerful, the weak, the handsome and the ugly, 

etc. The most honorable among people are those who are more pious. 

This is the first principle of human rights; all human beings are equal 

regardless of their gender, sect, color, culture, age, position, power or 

physical appearance.    

If man does not believe in Allah the Almighty and in His Promise and Menace, 

and if he does not believe that Allah knows everything done in secret or in 

public, he will be selfish, and so he will achieve his own goals regardless of 

anything else, build his glory on the wreck of other people, collect his wealth 

on impoverishing others, build his honor on humiliating others, and save his 

life by killing others. That is why the prophet peace be upon him said in the 

Farewell sermon: 

(…The Prophet peace be upon him, said: "Verily Allah has declared your 

blood and your money inviolable as the sanctity of this [sacred] day in this 

[sacred] month in this [sacred] town till you meet your Lord. Have I 

delivered the message?" They said: "Yes." The Prophet, peace be upon him, 

said: "May Allah be my Witness. Let those who are present inform those 

who are absent.") 

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of Creations 

 

 

Books- Allah is the Greatest- Paragraph (24-25): 
The philosophy of money 
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In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

Money is the backbone of life so it 

should be circulated among 

people. However, when it is 

begotten by money itself without 

paying real efforts that help in the 

construction of earth and in 

enriching life, it will be owned by a 

few people only, while the 

majority will be deprived of it. As a 

result, instability will spread in society causing grudge among people who 

will become violent towards one another. As you know, violence begets but 

violence, and Riba (usury), in one way or another, causes such catastrophic 

results which negatively affect the human society. This explains why the 

Prophet, peace be upon him, said in the Khutbah of the Farewell Hajj:     

(Behold! All Riba from Jahiliyyah is invalid, for you is the principle of your 

wealth, but your are not to wrong nor be wronged - except in the case of 

Riba of Al-'Abbas bin 'Abdul-Muttalib - otherwise it is all invalid.) 

[At-Tirmithi] 

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of Creations 

Books- Allah is the Greatest- Paragraph (25-25): 
Women are the counterparts of men 

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, Most Merciful 
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Women are counterpart of men, 

so women is equal to men in 

everything, such as being assigned 

concerning creeds, performing the 

ritual dealing with others and 

having good conducts. Also, she is 

equal to man in reward and the 

punishment, and she is equal to 

him in being honoured. This point 

explains why the Prophet, peace 

be upon him, said in Hijjatul Wida' Khutbah:    

(Behold! I order you to treat women well, for they are but like captives with 

you... Have I not delivered the Message? O Allah bear witness, I have.") 

The Prophet, peace be upon, continued his Khutbah saying:  

(Let the people keep quiet and listen. Then he said (addressing the people), 

"Do not (become infidels) revert to disbelief after me by striking the necks 

of one another (killing each other).) 

The Prophet, peace be upon him, went on saying:  

 

 

(Verily, Shaytan has lost hope of being worshipped in your land. However, 

he is pleased to be obeyed in other than that from your despicable deeds. 

So, beware! O mankind! Verily, I have left behind over you that which if you 

hold fast to it you will never go astray: the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of 

His Prophet, peace be upon him.) 
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Then, the Prophet, peace be upon him, said:   

("You will be asked about me. What will you say?" They said, "We bear 

witness that you have conveyed (the Message), fulfilled (your duty) and 

offered sincere advice." He gestured with his forefinger towards the sky and 

then towards the people, (and said): "O Allah, bear witness, O Allah bear 

witness, O Allah bear witness.) 

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of Creations 
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