Seminars and Lectures - Australia - 3rd Journey - Lesson (14-25) - Miscellaneous
topics in life and religion (Islam) -

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, Most
Merciful

Introduction:

Interviewer:

Dear listeners, welcometo our show “miscellaneoustopicsin lifeand religion”,and we are happy and honored
tohave Dr.Mohammad Rateb alNabulsi with usthismorning sowelcome and thankyouforyourattendance.

Dr. Rateb:

MayAllah Blessyouand makeyou usefultosh3er.
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Interviewer:
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Law and order indicate development

= —

Imeantforourinterview fortoday not to focus on a specific topic but more than one topics related to Muslims’
communityinwestern countries.

| also have some questionsin my head aboutissues thatareimportantto us asresidentsin this county,and we
ask Allah to inspire you with the answers to these questions, among which is compensation money: Does the
Muslim have the right to take any compensation forany harm happens to him/her afteran accident or the like,
given some of these accidents are unintentionally happened sometimes, and in other times they are
intended?

The law is fair even to the person, who caused the accident and grants him/her money as compensation, and
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thoughthese casesarerarebackinhome country,yettheyareourdailybreadinhere.

Law and order mark any advanced country:

Dr. Rateb:

In The Name Of Allah The Most Gracious The Most Merciful, and praise be to Allah Lord of the worlds, and peace
andblessingsupon SayyidinaMuhammad, thehonestand the trustworthy.

Infact, forthose who areresidingin this country, itis fine to make use of all laws and regulationsinit,as long as
theydon’tcontradictwith Allah’sMethod and Islam.

We all should know that law and order in any county mark its civilization and advancement. When a country
fulfills all the citizens’ needs including those who cause accidents, and grants them compensation, it is
following kinds of laws which have no referencein Islamic texts againstthem, and | can’t see why this citizen, in
thiscase,can’tmake use ofthose laws,and howwould that be unacceptableinthe Sight of Allah?

When a citizen is given a sum of money in return for harm occurred to him according to the country’s laws, is
thereanysuspicioninacceptingthatmoney?lsaythereisnothingwrongwith acceptingthat money.

Interviewer:

Even if this person is the one who caused that harm, and yet the law is fair to him/her granting his/her right
accordingtothelaw?

Itis OK totake money given by the government:

Dr. Rateb:

I seethereisno problemorsuspicionin accepting money given to you willingly by your country; furthermore, |
see this payment as a sign indicates the rights this citizen is entitled to, and even if he was the one who caused
some mistakes,whowillbeintheauthority tocompensate himinthiscase? Itisthe government.
Thereisnoproblemintakingthatmoney.

Interviewer:

In the respect of insurance, there are different kinds, as we have the health insurance, car insurance, and life
insurance. Some ofthem are obligatory, such like health, as you won’t be hired by some companies unlessyou
get this kind of insurance, the same goes for the car, but as for the life insurance it is optional, so is there any
Haraminthat?

Insurance and related issues:

Dr. Rateb:

I will give my opinion basing on the insurance we have backin our home country, and I consider the obligatory
insuranceastaxthatshould be paidand oneisnotfree notto pay.

Hence, my answer is of two parts, if the country you are living in obliges you to have insurance according to its
laws, inorderto compensateyouin caseofaccidents,itwill befinetotakeit.

Imam Abu Hanifa, May Allah have mercy on his soul, said: it is fine to take the assurer money with his full
content.

There are three kinds of countries according to Ahnaf (Abu Hanifa followers): Islamic countries (where Islamis
applied), Enemy territory’s countries (those we are in conflict with), and safety countries (where Islam is not
applied yet they don’t declare war against us), and it is called safety countries as there is Diplomatic
Representation,namely, |livein Damascuswhere France hasan embassy whichmeansrightsand duties.
IfItravelto France, the French governmnet grants me safety and protection according to therelations between
the two countries, and the same goes for the French who lives in Syria, and there is no contradiction with the
reli%ionin such casesastheydon’tdeclarewaragainstus:



((Allah doesnotforbid youtodealjustly and kindly with those who fought not against you onaccount of
religionand did notdriveyou outofyourhomes))

[Al-Mumtahinah, 8]

Insurance in Western countries

Wehavewide spectrum of Islamiclawsin the respect of affairs with noneIslamic countries.

Accordingly, this country you are living in, legislated laws which grant any citizen compensation in cases of
harm,thus,|seenoproblemintakingany sum of money offered by thisnonelslamiccountry,aslongasits laws
allowthat.

Thisiswhat Abu Hanifah said: itisfine to take the assurer money with his full content, and this countryis safety
country with which we have Diplomatic representation, and in which the Muslim citizen is a person with rights
andduties, hence,these paymentsdon’t contradictIslamunlessthereissomething I missed to know.

| keep saying: the scholar who lives in Australia is more knowledgeable than | am in such topics, as | approach
themasaforeigner,buthe knowsbetterasheliveshere.

Thus, | see no problem in taking any payments from the government in accidents and the like situations, as
longasthelawslegislatethat.

Interviewer:

Dr, Rateb, in this country, if someone fells in somebody else’s house and got hurt, he can sue the owner of the
house in the court of law even if he was his friend, and according to this law suit, he can take money as a
compensating for the hurt he has got. In such cases, and if the owner of that house is middle class person who
has not enough money to pay the other guy, this will be disastrous to him. This case goes also for those who
cometoyourhouseto repairsomethingand have anaccidentin the process, asthey can sue you and take your
moneyaswell.

Dr. Rateb:

Isthattrueeveniftheaccidentwashisfault?

Interviewer:

Yes, even if it was his fault, still he can press charges and file a law suit, and unless the owner of the house has
insurance, hewillbeinbigtroubleinsuch cases.

Incaseslikethis, the courtof law grantsthe personalotof money.

So in such cases of accidents or fires, is the insurance fine, or we should go with the concept of considering
thesecasesasfateand God’s Decreeandthatthisisatestwe should accept?

Dr. Rateb:
Why should not|take money the governmentoffers mein casesoffires (fate) in orderto fixmyhouse?

Interviewer:

Well, the government doesn’t pay in such cases, rather the insurance companies pays for that in return of my
monthly payments (theinsurance),and thisiswhatlamaskingabout.



Collaborativeinsuranceisthebest todeal with:

Dr. Rateb:

This is a different approach, as your first approach was money paid by the government as a compensation in
cases of fires, and this person (who is entitled for the money) did nothingin return, as he didn’t have insurance
on his house, and this case is fine and no problem in taking these kind of payments, however your second
approachisallaboutinsurance whichis a controversial matter evenin Islamic county, so what are exactly the
circumstances?

Interviewer:

What | am asking about is paying this trivial monthly payments either in Islamic or none Islamic countries in
orderto haveinsurance onyour carorhousein cases of accidents, sothatyouwon’tbeintroubleinsuch cases
(becauseyoudon’townthe moneyto paytotheotherparty).

Dr. Rateb:

Thescholars who prohibited insurance approached thisissue as follows: in cases of insurance, you are paying
monthly paymentsto be repaid in cases of accidents, butif accidents didn’t occur, your money is gone. Hence,
they cameup withthelslamicinsurance (rememberthereisalwaysanIslamicsolution for every matterversus
worldly solutions) which is called the “Collaborative insurance” through which you pay monthly payments to
the insurance company, and the latter keeps your payments for you, so suppose by way of example that five
years passed and no accident occurred, in such case you can take back all your payments, and this company
kept them for you as savings, furthermore, some companies invest your payments, thus, the collaborative
insuranceisthebestsolution.

Theinsuranceyou allknow isacommercialized insurance which is prohibited due to the money you will lose if
noaccidenthappens,whereasthelslamicinsuranceisacollaborativeone.

Interviewer:
Losingthemoneyiswhatusually happens.

Collaborativeinsuranceisthe best solution for Muslims:

Dr. Rateb:

Cooperative insurance is the best for Muslits

Onwhatgroundsdidtheinsurance companytake your payments (in casesof noaccidentsoccur)?

They are establishing their business on possibilities, given five or 10 percent is the possibility of an accident to
occur, they are collecting huge amounts of money from people, and in the end, they are paying for only one
percentoreven 30 percenttoaccidentsandtheyaretakingtherestofthe moneyas pure Haram profits without
offeringanythinginreturn.

Inlslamwehavewhatis called Mukayadah (exchangedtrade) through whichyou pay moneyin return of goods,
and4the entiretradingis builton that (take somethingin return of something else). But when you pay moneyin



return of nothing, thiswillbeabigproblem.

Anyway, I think thatthe collaborativeinsuranceisthe best solution for Muslims. Inthe United States,ahundred
doctors established their own insurance company to which each one of them paid twenty thousand dollars
instead of the forty thousand dollars other doctors used to pay to insurance companies, and they did that in
ordertobeableto payforanylawsuitthat mightbefiled by a patientagainstany ofthem (the paymentsinsuch
cases varies between 200 thousands Dollars and forty millions). Those doctors who live in Detroit were aware
of this matter and by such an act they came up with a capital of 600 million dollars which they used to open
schools, Islamicactivities,and libraries.

Interviewer:

Andincasesofaccidents?

Collaborativeinsuranceisa good deed:

Dr. Rateb:

Anyoneisafflicted by calamity can usethismoney.

| for one, believe beyond doubt that every Haram in Islam has Halal thing versus it and it comes with
advantages.

I am with the collaborative insurance, better yet, | would rather consider it as a good deed than to be Halal
thingtodo,asitisthe peakofcollaboration.

In such an act, not only I insure on lots of things, but | am keeping the money as savings, and sometimes
investingthem sothat|can retrievethe money 10 years later with all theirinterests, and if choose not to take
them, then it will be my choice, but in this case, | am not paying something in return of nothing (like most
insurance companiesdo).

Furthermore, | have heard that non-Muslims were very fond of the idea of the collaborative insurance that
theystartapplyingit.

Interviewer:

Indeeditisapositiveidea.

Dr. Rateb:

Exactly my point, so | am, in this case, a shareholder in a company which insures me against accidents, and
invests my money so that I receive annual profits,and ontop of all, if | get afflicted by any calamity, | can use the
moneyto solve my problems.

Interviewer:
Ihopethatdoctorsandlawyersarelisteningtousinordertofollowthatplan.

Dr. Rateb:

Thisplanisapplicabletodoctors, merchants, architectsand every group of people of the same profession. You
pay to this collaborative fund, get annual profits, and your money is guaranteed to be paid back to you unlike
otherinsurancecompanies.

Interviewer:
ByAllah,enoughformetofeelAllah’s Content, ratherthan goinginto suspicious matters.

Allpleasuresinworldly life have similaronesinlislam:

pr. Rateb:



I would like to assure our fellow listeners again that there is always an Islamic path versus worldly pleasures,
and with this permitted path you will bein serenity,and youwillbein obedienceto Allah the Almighty.

Interviewer:

I need yourelaboration on another thingin the respect of insurance, as some people don’t haveinsurance on
their houses, yet they have liability insurance (minimum required by law against sh3er) on their cars (not full
coverage one), but those, who don’t care about Haram and Halal, have full coverage insurance on their cars,
and this means that the insurance company covers anything happens to the car, accordingly, scholars in
Australia approved the first kind of insurance (the one against sh3er), so what do you think of that, as this is
oneofthequestionsthatcrossed my mind?

Theobligatoryinsuranceis considered as tax:

Dr. Rateb:

Again,whenlam obliged to have aninsurance, thisis considered as tax, like the insurance the government has
onitsemployees, asit cuts part of their salaries for that, in such cases|don’thave a choice, so, | considerto call
thatinsuranceastaxes.

Interviewer:

Arewetalkingabouttaxesinthefull sense oftheword?

Dr. Rateb:

How do authorities everywhere (not even Australia), even in Islamic countries, fulfill their citizens’ needs? If
they don’t have oil, they use taxes money to do so, hence, nothing wrong in imposing taxes in order to spend
themoneytoservethecitizens.

Interviewer:
Whataboutwhentheytake halfoftheincome of some merchantsastaxes,isthisacceptable?

Atheism with justice serve life more than faith with tyranny:

Dr. Rateb:

As for the taxes issue, it is a special case, and when you are a citizen in a country where you are granted the
highest levelsof luxury life, moneyis need tofulfillthis kind of lifeanditis to be collected through taxes.

I was told once by one of my neighbors who happened to be an important employee in a Dutch company that
his monthly salary is one million Kilders (that equals forty million Syrian pounds), then he said that the
governmenttakesforty percent of his salary astaxes, however, he will be paid one million as pension afterheis
retired, this huge tax is taken from him when he is in the peak of his activity, as he is demanded to cover the
needsoftheyoungandtheelderscitizens.

This kind of system is a collaborative system established to sooth out the hardship of some of the society
members,anditisathumborrulethatIslam supportsthese kinds of systems, because Islam is with goodness,
withfulfillingneeds, with grantinghealthinsurance,and withensuring thefood and the social security.

Islam, as a divine system, embraces great humane, social and moral principles, thus, Islam supports the laws
which turn those principles into reality. Ibn Taymiyah said once: Allah grants victory to the justice atheist
nationoverthelslamictyrantone.

Healsosaid: lifeis more beneficialin theshade of justiceand atheism than lifein the shade of faithand tyranny.



Whenthe unbelieving country treatsits citizens nicely, | will say

that Allah will reward it in this worldly life, and this is what you observe all over the western world, as they are
powerful,and well-established duetoapplyinglslam unknowingly.
Whereasoursocietiesarelslamicones,yet, theydon’tapply Islam,and forthatveryreasontheyaresuffering.
Thewestern countriesapply Islam out of prudence notto worship Allah, and every citizen over there is entitled
for the highest levels of security and safety, for that | say: Actions out of worship meet the actions out of
prudenceintheresults, yettheydifferfromeach otherinthe motives.

Namely, whenyou have avery shrewd manager with a specialtyin MBAand another manager whoisabeliever
ofthe highest levels, you will be surprised to know that the honest believing manager and the secular manager
have the same outcome, for both are applying the best measures in successful management, but one of them
(the believer) is doing that out of religious point of view, whereas the disbeliever is doing that out of
knowledge. The former do that to obey Allah the Almighty and that will grant him the worldly life and the
hereafter, whereas the motives of the disbeliever are of tangible nature, thus, he will be successful in worldly
life only. That goes for the western countries, and they are the most powerful power in worldly life, not to
mentionthe upperhandtheyhavetoall natural resources of earth, all these accomplishments are due to their
shrewdnessandduetotheservicestheyareofferingtheirsocieties.

Interviewer:
However,the Muslimwill have the good closureasyoumentioned.

Manis created for paradise as wide as heavens and earth:

Dr. Rateb:

Indeed, asthe human beingis created for paradise aswide as heavens and earth, and was sent to this world for
alimited period of time, through which he/sheisto pay the price forthe paradise, orelse, he/shewill loseit,and
therebyliesthe problem.

Hence, even if the disbeliever was very successful in this worldly life, this success would come to an end
because of death, as death ends everything including the powerful of the tyrants, the weakness of the weak,
the wealth of the rich, the poverty of the poor, the beauty of the handsome, the ugliness of the ugly, and the
health of the healthy. On the other hand, the believer shared the same life the disbeliever lived, only when
deathcomes, heisgranted paradise, whereasthedisbelieverdidn’tbelievein Allahin thefirst place,and didn’t
believein paradiseaswell.

Lifeislimited comparingto eternity,and whatis eternity? Eternityisinfinite,and whatisinfinity? If we put zeros
next to the number one that fills the distance between the earth and the sun (that will be a number as long as
165 million Kilometers with a zero every one millimeter), this number will be like a zero comparing to eternity
becauseanynumber, no matterhow bigitwas, whendivided by infinity, the quotientwill be zero.
Wearelivingalimited life, yet, we were promised with eternity, and this lossisirreplaceable:



It is hard to imagine the endless

((Thelosersarethosewhowilllose themselves and theirfamiliesonthe Day of Resurrection. Verily, that
willbeamanifestloss!))

[Az-Zumar, 15]

Interviewer:

We ask Allah not to be among those, O Lord of the worlds. Dr. Rateb, now let us move to some questions that |
haverelatedtodaily life affairs of Muslims, and | will start with Mahr “dower”.

In Islam the wife is entitled to a dower written in her marriage contract, however, laws in Australia don’t take
that into account, and when divorce occurs, the wife takes more than seventy percent of the husband’s
propertiesifshe haskidswith him,andviceversain case of awealthy wifeand a husband who was looking after
his kids. So should Muslims follow the worldly laws of this country since they are living in it, or should they
includethe marriage contractconditionsrelated to the legitimaterights of both parties through alawyer?

Itisagainstislam toresortto other worldly laws:

Dr. Rateb:

Ifoneresortstoworldly lawsand paysnoheedtoAllah’slaws, he/shewill be dissenting from Allah’s Method.
So the woman (the subject of divorce) in this country has two options, either to resort to a Muslim judge in an
Islamic center in order to take all her dower, or she resorts to native non-Muslim judge to take half of her
husband’s properties and income, and in this case, she is dissenting from Allah’s Method. However, if the
husband willingly pays herthat, thiswill beanotherstory.

When do we resort to the divine laws? We do that when someone goes against the Islamic law, however, if the
husband was generous, and willingly gave his wife half of hisincome plus her dower, then they are both on the
safeside.

Is it acceptable for a person to follow his interest wherever it was? Namely, if his/her interest is in applying
Islam, he/shewillbecomeaMuslim, ifnotthenhe/shewon’t.

There are kind of merchants are known by their sixth sense in terms of laws, so if his problem is solved by laws,
hewill say: what I love in a country is the law and order and he keeps talking about the importance of applying
laws, but if his problem is not solvable by laws, yet it is solvable by religion only, he will keep talking about
Muslimsand howimportantitistobeone.

This double-tongued behavior is bewildering to the mind, at one moment he resorts to laws, and in a second
momentheresortstolslam,swingingbetweenthetwo accordingto hisinterest, thisbehaviorisnotaccepted.
Rightdowninthe marriage contractthat the wife’sdoweris half of his propertiesand that willbe anotherissue,
as Islam won’t interfere in such a case, but to write only a dower in the contract, yet when divorce occurs she
takeshalfofhisproperties, thisisconsidered asabigdissentfromIslam.

Interviewer:

Thereisacertain situation related to the house, and in case the wife was pious and wanted to please Allah and
didg’tgo afterthe half of her husband’s properties, yet, and as you know, there is housing shortage nowadays,



and sheisnotaskingforthe possession of the houseratherthan stayinginit, while the husband is against that,
shouldsheresorttothelawinthiscase?

Marriage contract caninclude any conditions;

Dr. Rateb:

Since thisissueis circulatingin this county, it would rather be mentioned in the marriage contract, and in this
case there will be no problem if she stayed in the house. Since you are living in this country, you should think
beyond marriage, taking into consideration how expensive houses are, and with kids to be raised by the wife
after the divorce, she will be homeless, thus, | recommend that this condition is all the more reason to be
mentionedinthemarriage contractasfollows: I will stay athome with mykidsin case of divorce.

Interviewer:

Themarriage contractisanoldissue; however,nowadayswe have many challengesin domestic affairs.

Dr. Rateb:

The believer husband should guarantee his divorced wife and kids a decent life through paying her dower and
alimony, in addition to the kids’ expenses, because this wife is looking after his kids, so he isdemanded to give
themahousetodwellin,allthiscanbementionedinthe marriage contract.

Interviewer:

This leads me to another question: usually, the government gives social security payments (welfare) to help
families, and in this case, the whole family is entitled to these paymentsincluding the husband, so what some
husbandsdo, in cases of divorce, is that they give the wife alimony and kids’ expenses from these payments, in
order to evade paying from their own outcome, so do you think this is permissible thing to do? This man is
avoidinghisresponsibilitiestowards hisfamily.

Manisthe provider to his wife:

Dr. Rateb:

Does the government give these compensations even if there were no problems between the husband and
wife?

Interviewer:

These are not compensations, they are payments (welfare) to the families that don’t work, itis received weekly
by the mother and kids in case she is not working, and if the husband is not working he receives them as well,
and most families live on those payments and don’t work, thus, you see so much troubles within Islamic
families because of those payments (in cases of divorce), and the wife of course longs for her husband’s
payments to support her and her kids, but he will say: why should I give you money and you have those
paygents from the government? But from the point of view of the Islamic law, is the husband obliged to pay to



thewifeinthiscase?

Dr. Rateb:

10"

Spending is man's responsibility

The husband is obliged to support his wife even if he was poor and she was rich, as this is one of marriage
requirements fromthe husband. The rich wife onthe other hand, can consider helping her poor husband from
her own money as alms giving (Zakaht), but the husband can’t do that to her, as his Zakat should go to other
peopleandheisobligedtosupporthiswife.

Wheneveramarriage contractissigned, thehusbandisobliged to supporthiswife,andifheisnotabletodoso,
heshouldn’tgetmarriedinthefirstplace.

Thisisthelslamiclaw.

Interviewer:

Let me move to another topic related to heritage. Some Islamic families, unfortunately, have Christian son
sometimes, as hefollows Christianity orany otherreligion, ishe,insuch case, entitled to hisfamily heritage?
Andisthewillanobligatoryinthesecases?

Sonsshould look after their parents evenifthey weren’t’ Muslim:

Dr. Rateb:

Idon’tbelievethatthereisafatheronearthwhowon’tsupporthispoorsonevenifhewasn’tashewishedfor.
The family relationship is so strong, and if you take it from the other way, namely, the father is the atheist and
thesonisabeliever,thesonstill should be dutiful to his atheist father. Hence, differencesin religions shouldn’t
beabarrierinbeingdutifultothefather.

Interviewer:
Asafather,canhegivehisChristianson his heritage ofhouse and money like therest of his kids.

AcChristian sonis not entitled to his Muslim father’s heritage:

Dr. Rateb:

When the son is Christian, he is not entitled anymore to the heritage of his Muslim father, but heritage is
differentfrom the gift, so being generousto thatson mightbringhim backto Islam.Hence,only Muslimkids are
entitled forthe heritage.

Weshould pay attention to this critical situation, aswhen ason leaves Islam, but the father keeps taking care of
him, thissonwillregret hisimmoralstance hetook, and the generosity of the father mightbe the reason behind
embracinglslamagain by theson.

There is a different between obligatory and good deeds, as the latter could be towards any person even if he
wasatheist, yetweare notobligedtodoso.

Therefore, outof hisbounty, thefatheropenshisson’s heart,which mightlead to open hismind toreasoning.
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Questionsand answers:

Interviewer:

Now we will openthe line for callers to ask questions, but that will be for only few minutes because I stillhave a
lotof questions.We haveacallernow,Assalam Alaikum.

Q:Thereverentscholar (Dr. Rateb) said thatinsurance is Haram for houses, but in this country and if there were
fireorflood whichruinsthe house,how canwereplaceit?

My other question sister Rania is in the respect of car insurance against sh3er (liability), is it haram too?, and
SalamAlaikum.

Interviewer:

DuetothehightemperaturesinAustraliain summer, a lot of fires occur, whereasin winter floods take place like
what happened last year, so going back to the insurance issue, this sister is asking about the house insurance,
canshehaveit?

Necessitiesjustify resorting to prohibitions:

Dr. Rateb:

Thereisaninclusivelawinourreligiouslife,Allah said:

((Butifoneisforced by necessity without wilfuldisobedience nortransgressingduelimits, thenthereisno
sinonhim))

[Al-Bagarah,173]

Innecessitieseverythingispermissible:

((Butifoneisforced by necessity without wilfuldisobedience nortransgressingduelimits, thenthereisno
sinonhim))

[Al-Bagarah,173]

Thejurisprudentlaw goesasfollows: Necessities justify resorting to prohibitions:

Interviewer:

But where is the necessity here? As this fire might occur and might not, the flood might occur and might not,
thisissomethingrelated totheunseenfuture,soisthislawapplicable here?

In these cases, as if | am saying: if something happens, | have insurance to compensate me in cases of fires or
otheraccidents.

Dr. Rateb:

Oddscanbeminimaland can be maximal, the latterhasan Islamiclaw different from the former, henceifthere
isaplace known by havinga lot of fires and floods, then it turnsinto necessity, and the law is applicable in that
case.

Interviewer:

Whatabouttheliability carinsurance,isit permissible? Butyou answered thatalready.
Q: we have another caller. Assalam Alaikum, | would like to ask sheikh Rateb a question about black magic,
should oneresortto Sheikhsinordertodisableit?

Anyone affected by sorcery doesn’t need to resort to a Shaikh:

Dr. Rateb:

Hewon’tneed any Sheikhto beginwith.



Q:butheisaffected by grave black magic,sowhatis thesolution?

Interviewer:

Howdidyou knowthat heisaffected by black magic?

Q:Blackmagichassymptoms,andlwould likealsotoaskaboutenvy,isreadingthetwo Suras “Alfalag” and “Al
Nas” plus Ayat Al-Kursi,isenoughto protectthe family againstenvy?

Q: Sister Rania, | wantto ask about the health insurance, as Sheikh considered it Haram, from the point of view
that this person is paying money in return for nothing (in case nothing happened to him), but what about the
otherpersonwhohasinsurance,yethe getsalotof moneyincasehehasanaccident?

Q: If there is a domestic conflict between the wife and her husband and she asked for divorce due to the
absurdity of living with him, can she take her dower and everything, what is the Islamic law stand in that
regard? Takinginto considerationthatsheistheonewho askedfordivorce.

Interviewer:

I will stop taking calls in order to listen to the Sheikh’s answers, so Dr, Rateb, what about the question of black
magicandenvy?

Satanhasno controloverthose connected to Allah:

Dr. Rateb:

My answeristhatwhenoneof usisconnected with Allah, no devil on earth and not even the leader of devils can
reachhim/her:
((Verily! Hehasno poweroverthosewho believeand put theirtrustonlyintheirLord (Allah).))

[Al-Nahl,99]

((Certainly,youshallhave noauthority over My slaves))

[Al-Hijr,42]

ThisAyahindicatesthat Satan hasnoauthority over mankind, Allah the Almighty said:

((And Shaitan (Satan) willsay when the matterhas been decided: "Verily, Allah promised you apromise of
truth.Andtoo promisedyou, butlbetrayed you.lhad noauthority overyou except thatlcalled you,so
yourespondedtome.Soblamemenot,butblameyourselves. | cannot helpyou, norcanyou helpme.|

denyyourformeractinassociatingme (Satan) asapartnerwithAllah (by obeyingmeinthelife of the
world)))

[Ibrahim,22]

Satan has no authority over any human, but he has the authority over the one who tends to disobey Allah just
likethedevildoes.

Satanisburnt by seeking refuge with Allah from him:
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Believers are protected from sorcery

Thepelieverwho hasconnectionwith Allahis highly protected from Satan, Allah said:



((Say: "Iseekrefugewith (Allah) the Lord of mankind, "Thellah (God) of mankind, "From theevilof the
whisperer (devilwhowhispersevilinthe hearts of men) whowithdraws (from hiswhisperinginone's
heartafteroneremembersAllah))

[An-Naas,1-4]
Withdraws “Khannas” means, that Satan withdraws when you seek refuge with Allah, and we have to
rememberthattherearedevilsof mankindand from Jinn:

((Say:"Iseekrefugewith (Allah) the Lord of thedaybreak, "Fromthe evilof what He has created; "And from
theevilofthedarkening(night) asitcomeswithitsdarkness;(orthe moonasitsetsorgoesaway).))

[Al-Falag,1-3]

“Wakab” means, penetratingthe chest:

(("Andfromtheevilofthe witchcraftswhentheyblowintheknots, "And from theevil of the envierwhen he
envies."))

[Al-Falag,4-5]
Satanwill be burnt by seeking refuge with Allah, and thisis our lethal, effective, strong, fatal,and keen weapon
againstSatan,andthesearethefacts of matter.

Interviewer:

Theprophetwas affected by black magic.

Dr. Rateb:

They tried to, but they couldn’t, as the Ayah is definite about their incapability of doing so. They tried but they
couldn’t.

Interviewer:

But black magic exists, and we hear about spells been given to someone, so what should he/she do in that
case?

Sorcery effects are punishment for turningaway from Allah:

Dr. Rateb:

Iwould say:ifthisoccurred,itwould be apunishmenttothat person forhisturningaway from Allah, butaslong
assomeoneisconnected withAllah,itwillbeimpossibleto happentohim/her:

((Certainly,youshallhave no authority over My slaves))

[Al-Hijr,42]

Itisdone.

((Ihad noauthority overyou exceptthatlcalled you,soyourespondedtome.Soblame menot,butblame
yourselves.))

[Ibrahim,22]

Satan calls people and people respond to him, and that is it, as the person in this case will pay for his response
toSatan.

I hopethatthe listenerswon’t bein denialin respect of their responsibility for their sins trying to accuse Satan
of being the reason, as Satan has nothing to do with their sins, all he does is just whispering. Consider the
example of a bad student who whispers to his fifty colleagues in the class, yet no one responds to him but one
student only, so this one who responded is bad like the whisperer (of the same kind), longing for ariot act like
skippingschoolorgoingtoamovie.Manis protected:
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((Certainly,youshallhave noauthority over My slaves))

[Al-Hijr,42]

Interviewer:

I felt that the inquireris sensitive against black magic and envy, and she said that she always seeks refuge with
Allahfrom Satan, yet, sheisenvied by peoplearoundher.

Sins lead to evil whispers:

Dr. Rateb:

People talk about their psychological problems and forget to talk about their sins. Sometimes they forget to
talk about serious violations they are doing in Islamic laws, so what we are hearing is part of the story but not
thefullversionofit. Itisimpossibleforabelieverto be affected by Satan,anditisimpossible for Satantoentera
believer'shouse. No way. Itis also impossible that Satan causes separation between a believing husband and
wife. Itisonlywhen sinsare committed that Satanisableto affect marriage:

((Itwas Shaitan (Satan) who caused themto backslide (run away from the battlefield) because of some
(sins)theyhad earned))

[Ale-‘Imran,119]
Satan hasthe authority overthem when they sin,and whenever sinsoccurin marriage, like when the wife long
foranotherman,thiswilllead todivorce, hence, Satan workswheneverthere are problems.

Interviewer:

Inthe respect of the question about health insurance, one might start paying monthly for his health insurance
andthensuddenly he needssurgery which will cost like $ 6000, so the insurance company pays that money, but
this person paid only little (like forty dollars a month) and took much, on the other hand, there are people who
paid much, butdidn’tgetanything (astheyarenotinneedforasurgery), pleaseelaboratetothat brother.

Thereisnoharminobligatoryinsurance:

Dr. Rateb:

Itis a matter of principles, if|am an employee in a country where the insurance is an obligatory, and | have no
choiceisonething,and buyinginsurance by my free choice from someonewho doesn’thaveitin thefirst place
isanother thing, namely, if lam a man with a wife and kids and I bought insurance on my life, do you think this
insurancewillinsuremethatlwon’tdie?

Interviewer:

Of coursenot!

Dr. Rateb:

The compensation didn’t cancel death, rather gave the wife and the kids money as expenses after the father’s
death, in other words, insurance is a figment of mind, namely, if | have insurance on my life, will | not die? Of
course not! If I have insurance on my health will I not get ill? No! I will get ill. Thus, Allah’s Decree and Fate can’t
be canceled, yet thisinsurance will sooth things outin cases of crisis. Accordingly, if the general system in any
countryobligesyoutohaveinsurance,andyouhavenochoicebuthavingit,thenitisfine, likewhenyouare not
goingtobeemployedifyoudon’thaveinsurance.

Interviewer:

I wo&ld like to give you an example, sometimes one of us might have health issue and need surgery, he/she



mightwaitayearandahalftohavehisturn.

Dr. Rateb:

Thoughhe/shehasinsurance?

Interviewer:

No, thatis according to the government, as you need to wait for your turn to have a surgery that they offer you
free of charges, however, and on the other hand, the insurance company grants you this surgery after only six
monthly payments of 40 or fifty Dollars. Hence, as a citizen, | can’t afford paying $ 6000 but | can pay the fifty
dollars a month and after sixmonths I am entitled to be paid for my surgery by thisinsurance company, in this
case, | getthefull paymentfrom thiscompanywithout payingmuch,whatdoyouthink?

Differences between obligatory and voluntaryinsurance:

Dr. Rateb:

This case needs a scholar who lives in Australia, but as for me, | live in a country where insurance is not an
obligatory, and this circumstances | lived in can’t help me understand the need of the Australian citizen for
insurance. What | offer here are general principles, one of which is that | can’t buy my insurance from someone
who doesn’t own it, otherwise, | will be violating Allah’s Method, but when the government gives me
compensation, there will be no problem. There are countries where citizens can get compensation in
accidents from their governments, and these payments are fine and Halal, but buying insurance from those
who don’t own it is a big problem. And again, the obligatory insurance is considered as tax, whereas the
optional one means that this person is seeking financial protection from someone other than Allah the
Almighty, given Allah has million of ways for calamitiesthat can’tbe solved by moneyonly.

Interviewer:

What about the question of brother who asked about the domestic conflict between a wife and her husband, if
shewantstoleave him,issheentitled forthedower?

Khul’e (divorce afteramonetary compensation paid by wife):

Dr. Rateb:

Basically,whenawoman acceptsamanasahusband then she hates him later, we should ask: why did she hate
him?Thisisunjustified hatred, namely, why did she acceptin thefirst placeto have himasahusband? Thisman
offered himself as a husband to this woman and she accepted, and they signed the marriage contract, the
question to be asked is: on what grounds did she hate him later? What is new? His face is the same, and his
incomeisthesame,inthiscase,and if she hated him after she accepted him, sheistold by the prophet PBUH (in
the case of Zainab the wife of Zaid) to give him back his garden in return of divorce, and this is what we call
Mukhala’a (divorceinreturnforamonetary compensationto be paid by the wifetothe husband)

Butf'gthe husband gives her the dower willingly, that would be a good deed from him, sometimes he might let



her keep her jewelry, but in the case of Mukhala’a, the husband has all the right to take back the jewelry in
returnfordivorce.

Interviewer:
Ihaveaquestionintherespectoforgan donations:isdonatingorgans permissibleforaMuslim?

Organdonationisacontroversialand conditionedissue:

Dr. Rateb:

This is a controversial issue which varied between those who considered it as Haram, and sh3er who
considered it as permissible. The first party’s point of view is that organ donation is a distortion to the corps,
butldon’tthinklslamisagainsttakingthe corneaofadead mantobringbackthesightofaliving person.

Interviewer:

But what about violating the privacy (Awrah) of the Muslim corps, as in this country, if a woman willed to
donate her organs (like a kidney or cornea) she will be exposed to a lot of non Muslim men, and | happen to
know fromsomescholarsthathercorpsisplaced naked and exposed to those who will take herorgans.

Dr. Rateb:

Inthiscasethereisagreatviolation, butif wewereinan Islamic country and the doctors were Muslims,and the
dead personiscovered,andonly theareaneededtobeopenwill be exposed,thennoHaraminthatcase.Butin
acountrywherethebodywill be exposed to hundreds of people, no, thisisdefinitely Haram.

Itispermissiblein certainplaces.

Interviewer:

Itispermissiblein certain places!

Dr. Rateb:

Yes, in countries where the woman’s body is a red line, where there are still traces of shyness and fearing of
AllahtheAlmighty.

Interviewer:

About abortion, itis Haram in Islam, but if we knew that this baby has deformities or defects which will cause
him/her death after born, or may be he/she will live like ten years with a lot of illnesses, should awoman keep
thisbabyorisitfinetohaveanabortion?

Prohibition of abortion:

Dr. Rateb:

I ca%t give any Fatwa on that, because | have heard about a lot of cases in which the primary diagnosis are



proved to be wrong later after birth, and in that case you are killing a human by having an abortion. | know of
hundreds of cases in which doctors were certain that the baby will be having defects, but it turned out to be a
healthy baby afterbirth:

((AndthenWebroughtitforthasanothercreation))

[Al-Mu’minun,14]

Given the diagnosis are hundred percent right, but the doctor is a non Muslim, we have another law that is
applied here,asthedoctorwhodecidesifthebabyishealthy ornotshould be Muslim, professional,and fearful
ofAllahtheAlmighty.

Non-Muslim doctors don’t take these principlesinto consideration, and they might recommend abortion, but
you havetoknowthatabortionisakillingtoahumanbeing.

And in other cases, the diagnosis are wrong as | said before, but you should know that if the doctor is not a
believing one, he will care less about killing a human being by having an abortion, but this, as you know, is a
killinganditmeansDyah (blood money).

Interviewer:

Let us move to the relation between the Muslim and the non-Muslim. | know that we should respect sh3erand
treat them morally, but as you know every year there will be Christmas and New Year, and we always ask
scholarsabout congratulatingnon-Muslimson therefeastdays, isit permissible?
SomescholarsconsideritHaramand sh3erconsideritpermissible.

Congratulating Christians on their feast days:

Dr. Rateb:

One or two weeks ago, there was a fatwa from the Islamic Figh Academy in the respect of this topic. If Ihave a
non-Muslim neighbor, it is fine to pay him visits, congratulate him on his marriage, give him a gift in his baby
shower, and all other kinds of affection, honoring and socializing actions, but | am not permitted to
congratulate him on his feast day because it is built on the grounds of his beliefs that Messiah (Jesus) is God,
andthisisagainstislam’sbeliefs.

Interviewer:

I have a question in regard to banks, and this isn’t about buying a house, but | assume that | want to start
business, or buy a Taxi or a shop, and I don’t have the money needed for this project, can I have a loan from the
banktostartthisbusinessforthe bestinterestof meand myfamily?

Murabahaisthebest way toinvest money:

Dr. Rateb:

Weshould allknow, thatany Haramactversushundreds of alternativesin Halal ways.

If | were to have a loan from the bank to start business, | can resort to the option of Murabaha (profitable
partnership) whichisoffered by some banks.

Back in Damascus, the bank gets in your business as a partner when you offer it to the bank showing its
profitableoutcome, hence, ifthere werean alternative, why nottakingit?

Murabaha is the best way to invest money, and if | were someone with special expertise and a project of a
successful business, all I have to do is to offer the Islamic bank to be a partner, and the latter will give me the
capital money keeping one third of the project to the bank favor while observing the business and all the
accountsandactionslido.

Therefore,you canstartthe biggest businessbeinga partnerwithanlIslamicbank,andyoudon’tneedtotakea
loaninthat case, and taking with it all the burden of interests you should pay to the bank. If thereis an Islamic
alte1r;1ative, why should I refuseit? If I did, this means | am not a real Muslim, so don’t resort to loansif there are



alternatives.

Interviewer:

In Australia we don’t have Islamic banks, but there are few Islamic institutes that started this kind of business,
butstilltheyarenotenoughto meetthe needsof Muslimsin thiscountry.

Don’tstay whereyoucan’tapplyislam:

Dr. Rateb:

Let merepeat what I have said before:if livingin any country letsyou apply Allah’s Method, then itis fine to live
there, butif it goes against applying Islamin total, then you should leave this country. If Haram way is the only
waytoearnmoney, thenthisisabigproblemthatyou have.

Leaving the country is after assuming the impossibility of applying Allah’s Method either in your house, with
yourdaughters,inyourtrading,inyourearningand all life basics.

If all Islamic Halal ways are not permitted in a country, you should leave it, and this raises the following
question: Whatisimmigrationinits gist? Itisto leave a country where you can’tapply Islam and Sharia (Islamic
laws) toanothercountrywhereyou candothatfreely.

But to live in a country where you use all its advantages, its luxury life, to be a citizen and to collect a huge
wealthwithoutthe possibility ofapplyinglslam, well,have a problemwith that.

Interviewer:

Dr.Rateb, letusmoveto Nigab (Hijabwith covering theface)inthiscountry.

We are all aware of the argumentative issue that is taking place in regard to Nigab in western countries, as the
Nigab is not accepted by non-Muslims, which doesn’t necessarily make us agree with them, but holding on to
Nigab putMuslimwomen onashortleash,asshecan’tleavelslamicareas, where she can wear Nigab freely, to
Non-Islamic areas, where she might be a target of insult, unless she is accompanied by her husband or son. So
doyouthinkwomeninwestern countriesshould wear Nigabwith alltherisksitmight cause?

Hijab rangesbetween face coveringand only hair covering:

Dr. Rateb:

Let me mention this example from the era of Sahabah (the Prophet's companions). You are aware of
Musailamah Al Kathab (the liar) he once imprisoned two Muslim men, so he said to the first, do you bear
witnessthat|amthe messenger of Allah? To which the man answered: | didn’t hear a thing you have said, so he
was decapitated, then he asked the second man: do you bear witness that | am the messenger of Allah? So, the
second onesaid: | bear witness that you are the messenger of Allah. What was the prophet’s opinion PBUH on
this incident? He said: As for the first man, he honored the religion and Allah will honor him, and as for the
second man, heusedAllah’s permission.

This story puts us face to face with a very accurate situation, as we have the ultimate measures in which
heroism lies, and the minimum measures that is acceptable. Accordingly Hijab varies between the ultimate
measures (Nigab) and the minimum ones (covering hair), Munakkaba (woman with Nigab) is entitled for a
greater reward by Allah and is facing more troubles, whereas the Muhajjabah (woman with Hijab) is entitled to
lesserreward andisfacinglesstroubles,soitcould beeitheroneofthesetwo cases.

Interviewer:

I would like to apologize to the listeners as | still have a lot of question. | have this question from a sister who
gavealotof moneytosomeoneinordertoinvestit.

Manisfree notto forgive those who took his money:
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Dr. Rateb:

Doesthismantakethismoneyasaloanorinvestment? ThereisHukm (Islamiclaw) foreach case.

Interviewer:

He took the money to invest it, but after a while he said to her: “you lost your money”, given he is still in his
successful business and all his projects are in order, but he said to her I lost all your money in that investment
and havenothingtogivetoyou.

Dr. Rateb:

Thenheisafraud.

Interviewer:

Thatis pretty obvious, as his business is still on in the community, but anyway she is asking the following: she
went to perform Hajj, and on Arafat mountain she wanted to be pure in her soul so she forgave him so that her
Hajjwill be accepted, but when she got back here, she stillhad a broken heart from what he did because he lied
to herand took advantage of her pure heart and took the money, so she said: | forgave him in Hajj but from the
bottomof myheart, Istillcan’t.

Dr. Rateb:

Shedoesn’thavetoworryaboutthat,as moneyissodeartohuman being. She hasall theright to feel that way,
asheliedto her,took advantage of her and stole her money, and she isvery sure that he didn’t lose her money,
butinan hourof serenity, she forgave him, therefore, practically she didn’t forgive him and she s entitled to go
afterhermoneyasthemoneyishers.

Interviewer:

May Allah forgive him for what he did, | would like to thank you for your time and the answers you enlightened

us with, and to the listeners | would like to say, keep sending your questions by calling us or through nabulsi

website, and you canwritedownthosequestionsandwewillgetalltheanswersifAllah wills.

May Allah bless you Dr. Rateb and thank you for coming to our show, and | would like to thank our listeners
for listeningtoourprogram, farewell,and goodbye.

Dr. Rateb:
Thankyouvery much.
Interviewer:

May Allah bless you and Assalam Alaikum Wa Rahmatoo Allah Wa Barakatoh (Peace and blessings upon all of
you).
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